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s a college freshman, my roommate, Javier, and I went searching for a sofa.  
We needed a comfortable place to sit in our 110 square foot dorm room.  

After searching several thrift stores, we happened upon a gem: a futon with a 
blue cushion.  I was so proud to show my brother.  “Look,” I said, “check out this 
solid wooden frame!”  He replied, “It may be solid, but it’s not wooden.”  Then 
my brother began to peel back the top layer, a cheap veneer, covering imitation 
particle board.  

That sofa survived the year, but it would not last much longer. 
 
Interestingly, particle board is not entirely different from solid wood construction.  Particle board actually does consist 
of substances harvested from real trees.  The species of wood used, however, is significantly softer than oak, mahogany, 
or walnut.  A manufacturing process takes the wood substance to create the finished product.  According to a friend 
who works in the furniture industry, the quality of particle board has greatly increased over the years.  Nonetheless, it’s 
fabricated.  Particle board is almost wood.  

For John Wesley, the father of the Methodist movement, there’s a huge difference between being an “almost Christian” 
and an “altogether Christian.”  In 1741, John Wesley preached a sermon titled “The Almost Christian.”  In this sermon, 
Wesley describes an “almost Christian” as a person who has “heathen honesty,” doing good for someone because it is 
socially expected.  The “almost Christian” appears to have “the outside of a real Christian.”   

The “altogether Christian,” by contrast, experiences fully the love of God and the love of neighbor.  Remembering keenly 
Jesus’ teaching on love, John Wesley’s sermon connects the Gospel truth about love to the Apostle Paul’s teaching on 
love in 1 Corinthians 13.  For Wesley, authentic faith (not a “dead and devilish” faith) is what activates this love within 
our hearts.  This kind of faith purifies the heart, ridding the heart of “all filthiness of flesh and spirit,” so that God can fill 
the heart with love.  

John Wesley’s sermon, “The Almost Christian,” is over 275 years old.  Yet Wesley’s wisdom is absolutely relevant for 
us today.  For you, what’s the difference between being an “almost Christian” and an “altogether Christian” in your life?  
We go about our day so selfishly consumed with our own agendas.  Once in a while, we might do a nice thing for another 
person.  We might even be complimented on our manners.  When we pause to reflect, however, we begin to observe the 
source of those words and actions.  

It’s not our job to evaluate who is an “almost Christian” and who is an “altogether Christian.”  Do not appoint yourself that 
task.  Instead, do the necessary and difficult work of looking inward for yourself.  

By God’s grace, take the courage to pull back the veneer, to reveal how you are almost following Jesus Christ.  You will 
notice a life that you have fabricated.  It’s not as strong as you once thought, and not nearly as compelling.  The GOOD 
NEWS is this: while there’s no furniture factory that can transform particle board into timber, God’s presence and power 
can transform your heart, your mind, indeed your entire life!  

May this continue to happen in your life today,

Pastor Mark

REMARKS

A
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2018 STEWARDSHIP
hile past year’s Stewardship Campaigns have been effective, by 

popular demand we are changing the approach for 2019.  Introducing 
the Pony Express Stewardship Plan!  This data is a bit old but through 2018 
more than 20,000 churches of all sizes and denominations in various size 
communities have used the program.  Many have seen an orderly increase in 
income from 10% to 20% per year.  Your Stewardship Committee is hard at 
work customizing it to fit our needs.

W

Your Stewardship 
Committee 

Becca Blackmon 
Dr. Mark Conforti

Larry Cordts
Phillip Floyd

Dr. Joel Goodwin
Kerry Kribbs

 Christine Maloney
Steve Schoch
Andy Storey

Nancy Wyrick

Campaign Overview
• First there is a Church-wide breakfast in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 

September 30th (5th Sunday), 9:45 AM to provide an overview of the 
campaign.  Breakfast is served!  Questions not answered below can be 
addressed in person.

• On the afternoon or evening of September 30th, a Trail Boss who is 
responsible for a route which generally includes 10 Church Families will 
drop off a saddlebag at the first house on the route.  The saddlebag has 
stewardship reading material as well as unsealed envelopes containing 
estimate of giving cards.  The bag also has a list of Families (names, street 
addresses, phone numbers and contact information for the Trail Boss).

• The first Family carefully digests the included materials then prayerfully 
fills in their estimated giving during the coming year, seals the card in the 
envelope and places it in the opposite bag pouch from which it was taken.  
The stewardship information is returned to the saddlebag from which it 
was removed and the saddlebag is hurried on by that family to the second 
household on the list within 24 hours of receipt.  And so on...

And so it goes until the last Family finishes, calls, and the Trail Boss picks up the 
saddlebag with all commitments.  Complete instructions are visible through a 
plastic window in the saddlebag.
 
A little more effort will be required this year but the beauty of this campaign 
means no more waiting for the Finance Committee to get a true picture for next 
year’s Budget!  If everyone does their part the entire financial commitment for 
2019 will be in the hands of the Church on Dedication Sunday, October 14th (vs. 
sometime in 2019)!

Please help make 2019 our best year yet!!!

Nancy Wyrick and Phillip Floyd, Co-Chairs, FUMC Stewardship Committee

Larry Cordts, General Manager of Campaign

Important Dates
Sunday, Sept. 30

9:45 am
Fifth Sunday Stewardship Breakfast

Sunday, Sept. 30
Pony Express Riders Start!

Sunday, Oct. 14
Mail Delivery for Dedication Sunday 

(Saddlebags presented during Service 
by Trail Bosses)

Individuals who missed the Express 
Rider may bring their commitment 

pledges to Service (cards available at 

Entrances)
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isciples, we pray that you had a chance to read our 
August Ecclesia article about the importance and 

purpose of Covenant Groups- the method, in fact, of our 
‘Method-ism’. These groups are organized around the 
question, ‘How is it with your soul?’ These groups will 
‘watch over one another with love’ (John Wesley’s phrase), 
‘grow in grace’ together, and together become deeper 
disciples. These Covenant Groups will be a means of grace 
to you, and will become an anchor in your life. They do not 
displace Sunday Schools or other study and fellowship 
opportunities, but are a place to form deep, abiding, stable 
relationships in the midst of a demanding and chaotic world. 

What do Covenant Groups look like?
• Covenant groups are typically 5-7 persons, to allow 

for authentic relationships and time for each person 
to share

• Typically, these meet for one hour per week 
• Covenant groups are guided by a covenant, which 

each group will consider. These include things like: 
o Confidentiality: what happens in the group stays 

with your group… this is a place of trust
o Attend regularly
o We will pray for one another
o We will be accountable to one another
o The central goal of our group is ‘soul-tending’- to 

answer ‘How is it (Really) with my soul?’
o Together, we will be in mission together by: 

_________
• New groups will form each September and January. 

o Some groups will inevitably need to change 
because schedules change, the group has grown 
and needs to split, or needs to change makeup; 
Some groups will form for the first time

• Groups will meet together in 8-10 week ‘semesters’ 
in the Fall  (mid-September to November) and Spring

• Some groups may meet in homes, others at church, 
others may meet at a community location

• The church can assist groups needing childcare

How do I become part of a Covenant Group?
• Fill out a sign-up form on the church website
• Contact Pastor Stacey

• Respond to an invitation from an identified Covenant 
Group leader; contact Pastor Stacey about becoming a 
Covenant Group leader

• Or sign up for one of these study + covenant group 
opportunities on Wednesday nights:

Hear the calls of the prophets and Paul to return to God 
and a community “set apart.” There are sessions on the 
Old Testament Major and Minor Prophets, and on the 13 
New Testament letters traditionally attributed to Paul. 
The prophets and Paul are continually calling hearers and 
readers back to their God and to a sense of who they are as 
a people “set apart.” Daily preparation is manageable, with 
3–5 chapters of the Bible to read each day. You do not have 
to have completed a previous Disciple study to participate. 
The group will meet beginning Wednesday, September 5 at 
6:30 (ending just before Halloween), with the next session 
beginning in the new year. Visit our website, fumcsalisbury.
org, or chat with Pastor Stacey or Jeff Matthews to sign up.

Covenant Bible Study guides small groups through a 
comprehensive, in-depth study of the whole Bible over 
twenty-four sessions broken into three eight-session 
modules, emphasizing the biblical concept of covenant as a 
unifying theme through both the Old and New Testaments. 
It underscores the unique relationship that God chooses to 
have with us as God’s people. This relationship is grounded 
in the faithfulness of God’s love and on our ongoing 
commitment to stay in relationship with God while we share 
signs of God’s love with others. The Participant Guide walks 
study participants through the daily scripture readings and 
offers space to interact personally with the readings, the 
group experience, and the weekly meditations. This single 
volume Participant Guide contains the materials required for 
all three modules: Creating, Living and Trusting. The group 
will meet for three sessions of 8 weeks. Visit our website, 
fumcsalisbury.org, or chat with Pastor Stacey or Bob Johnsen 
to sign up.

FROM PASTOR STACEY

D
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Sunshine Visitors
When we welcome new members into our church family, we (the congregation) promise:

With God’s help, we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example 
of Christ. We will surround these persons with a community of love and forgiveness, 
that they may grow in their service to others. We will pray for them, that they may be 
true disciples who walk in the way that leads to life.

Our vow to one another does not cease when we can no longer regularly attend 
worship services. 

Sunshine Visitors are persons in our congregation who take this vow seriously, and 
connect with our homebound members approximately once a month through a visit, 
call, or cards. If you are interested in joining this important work, please contact Nancy 
Schoch or Pastor Stacey (stacey@fumcsalisbury.org  704.636.3121).

Amazing meals begin at 5:30pm, 20-30 minute programs and 
Covenant Group opportunities immediately after

Fall Snapshot:
September 5  First meal! + Cuba Mission Trip 
    Celebration

September 26 Join us for Games on the Lawn! 
    [Adults and kids!]

October 3  Daniel Matangira with ‘The Village’ 
    Mission

October 24  Fall Festival

Plus more growth, mission, and fellowship activities after the dinners! 

Covenant Bible Study + Disciple Fast Track: Remember Who You Are 
study/covenant group opportunities will also be offered.

Sign up each week by Monday at 5pm by contacting the church office 
(704.636.3121 | christine@fumcsalisbury.org) or filling out the green cards 

in the pews on Sunday mornings. 

at 
First

Kids eat FREE
The Rowan Missional Network 

is sponsoring a study of the book 

Disunity in Christ: Uncovering 

the Hidden Forces that Keep Us 

Apart. Five sessions will be of-

fered throughout the week at var-

ious locations, beginning in Octo-

ber. See our website, Facebook, 

and posters around the church 

for details. See Pastor Stacey with 

any questions (stacey@fumcsalis-

bury.org  704.636.3121). Thanks 

to a grant from the district, books 

are provided for 75 participants!
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UNITED METHODIST 
WOMEN

ur Annual Mums for Missions is coming soon.  Mums 
can be ordered August 26 - September 16, 2018. 

Mums can be ordered from any member of the UMW 
or through order forms located on the UMW Bulletin 
Board. Mums are $6.50 each with $3.00 of each mum 
purchased going to local missions. All mums purchased 
will be available for pick up on Saturday, September 22 
from 8:00 am - 12:00 pm on the church lawn. Please 
support this important fundraiser.

O

METHODIST 
CONNECTION

elcome back friends to a new year with 
Methodist Connection.  We will meet Tuesday 

September 11, 2018 at 12 noon.  Our program 
features the special band from Oak Park led by our 
own Margaret Tucker.  Bring your favorite covered 
dish plus extra as we will have this group of 15 as our 
special guests.  I know you will be blessed in coming.  
For planning purposes, it would be helpful if you called 
to make a reservation.  My number is (704) 637-2333, 
Carol Bachl.

W

s we begin a new program year, we want to remind 
everyone about the forms and approvals required to 

make programs and fundraisers both safe and successful.

All of our forms, including the church’s adopted 
Fundraising Policy are located on the church website. 
Forms are also available through the church office. Two 
forms are essential for consideration: Facility Use and 
the official Fundraising Application.

In keeping with established policies and our monthly 
ECCLESIA deadline, anyone wishing to facilitate a fund-
raiser affiliated with First United Methodist Church 
is required to submit these forms two months prior 
for approval. Both forms can be submitted to Becca 

A Blackmon in the church office who will forward the required 
forms to trustees and finance committees for approval. 

Once the facility use is approved, you will be notified by a 
trustee representative. The finance committee must also 
approve the fundraiser before proceeding. Having these 
forms completed and approved ensures liability insurance 
should there be any unforeseen incidents and also supports 
our ongoing effort to support funding opportunities as 
efficiently and appropriately as possible. 

If you have any questions, please contact Becca                          
Blackmon in the church office. (704) 636-3121, ext. 102 or 
becca@fumcsalisbury.org

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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irst United Methodist Church has been commended 
by our District Superintendent, Rev. Laura Auten, 

and by the Bishop and Cabinet for our work in having 
conversation about A Way Forward for The United 
Methodist Church around questions of human sexuality- 
particularly marriage and ordination. 

Throughout recent months, we held expert lectures, 
pastor talks, and ‘Healthy Conversations’ using material 
provided by the conference. We are grateful to all who 
attended and engaged with this process. At the end of the 
‘Healthy Conversations’, we asked participants to write 
three words that express their prayers for The United 
Methodist Church and share them. The word cloud below 
represents the prayers from our people for our church. 
The larger the word, the more times it was written. We 
are a church of diverse opinion, and we are thankful that 
we can have conversation with one another about hard 
things with faithfulness. What a witness to the world!

The General Conference is the only body that speaks 
officially for The United Methodist Church, and can 
make changes to our Book of Discipline. Lay and Clergy 
delegates in equal numbers are elected across the world 
in their conferences. The same group of people that 
the Annual Conference session elected to represent us 
in 2016 will represent us in 2019 at this special called 
session of General Conference. We encourage you to be 
in prayer for these persons, that they may be faithful to 
the Holy Spirit in this work. If you would like, you may 
submit comments (anonymously) to WNCC’s General 
Conference delegation at: https://www.wnccumc.org/
wfcomments

F

In the Fall after a Midweek@First meal, we will hear from two 
members of our delegation about their experiences! Those 
who serve on our delegation (it is interesting to note) serve 
as delegates, not representatives. This means that we elect 
persons who we understand to be mature, thoughtful, faithful 
Christians who will make decisions by their conscience and 
consultation with the Holy Spirit (rather than the views of 
‘constituents’).

Legislative Update
• Petitions from across the denomination around human 

sexuality may be considered in February 2019. The 
three major plans under consideration are below.

o One Church Plan: This plan removes the language 
about sexuality inserted in 1972, while honoring 
differences in context. Conferences will be able 
to state their positions in their standing rules, and 
churches and clergypersons alike can add this to 
their profiles. This plan requires no constitutional 
amendments. This plan has the endorsement of 
substantial majorities of both the Commission on 
the Way Forward (69% affirmation) and the Council 
of Bishops (60% affirmation), and is the only one 
endorsed by the Council of Bishops.

o Traditionalist Plan: Maintains current language 
about sexuality and increases accountability to 
these sentences/paragraphs. This plan requires 
several Constitutional Amendments to the Book 
of Discipline, requiring an additional approval vote 
by each annual conference. Implementation would 
occur in approximately 18 months. 

o Connectional Conference Plan: This creates 
an umbrella structure of church; replacing 5 
geographical jurisdictions in the US instead with 
three ‘connectional conferences’ corresponding 
to these three positions on human sexuality 
Each would have its own Book of Discipline, and 
denominational structures would be reconfigured. 
This would require 20-30 constitutional 
amendments to the Book of Discipline. This would 
take until approximately 2025 to fully implement.

A Future with Hope
We, as Christians, are a people of hope. The work of the church 
continues by faithful Christians across the globe, even as we 
are affected by hard times and have hard conversations. God 
continues to work through the church, and through us, as we 
seek to “make and nurture Christians through the presence 
and power of God!”
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ext year, a called session of the General Conference 
of our denomination will meet in St. Louis to act 

upon proposals related to the status of LGBTQ people in 
the church. Those actions will largely consist of changing 
– or not changing – the Book of Discipline of the church. 
Many who are not familiar with our United Methodist 
way of governance (“polity”) are asking questions about 
the Discipline. Sometimes we talk about it as if it were 
scripture of some sort. Sometimes we want to 
ignore it, especially when it contains passages 
we don’t like. So what is it? How did it come to 
be? Is it ever changed, and, if so, how? Can I get 
a copy of it?

Here is a helpful statement about the Discipline 
from the bishops of the church: 

The Book of Discipline of The United 
Methodist Church is the product” of over two 
hundred years of the General Conferences of 
the denominations that now form The United 
Methodist Church.

“The Discipline as the instrument for setting forth the laws, 
plan, polity, and process by which United Methodists govern 
themselves remains constant. Each General Conference 
amends, perfects, clarifies, and adds its own contribution to 
the Discipline. We do not see the Discipline as sacrosanct or 
infallible, but we do consider it a document suitable to our 
heritage and an expression of a future with hope. It is the 
most current statement of how United Methodists agree 
to live their lives together and “maintains the unity of the 
Spirit in the bonds of peace.” It reflects our understanding 
of the church and articulates the mission of The United 
Methodist Church: To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. The Discipline defines what is 
expected of its laity and clergy as they seek to be effective 
witnesses in the world as a part of the whole body of Christ. 

This book of covenant sets forth the theological grounding 
of The United Methodist Church in biblical faith and affirms 
that we go forward as “loyal heirs to all that [is] best in the 
Christian past.” It makes clear that The United Methodist 
Church is an inclusive society without regard to ethnic 
origin, economic condition, gender, age, or the disabilities 
of its constituents. It asserts that all who are baptized 
and confirmed are ministers of Jesus Christ. It affirms 
the conciliar principle and connectionalism as distinctive 
marks of United Methodist ecclesiology, makes clear the 
global character of the Church’s mission, and declares 

WHAT IS THE DISCIPLINE? Rev. Dr. Denny White

N interdependence with other Christian bodies both in spirit 
and cooperation. It affirms with John Wesley that solitary 
religion is invalid and that Christ lays claim upon the whole 
life of those who accept him as Lord and Savior. (UMCBOD, 
2016, pp. v-vi)

Here are some comments that come out of my experience 
as a delegate to the General Conference seven times and a 

life-long member of The Methodist Church/The 
United Methodist Church:

1. The Discipline was not “once for all 
delivered to the saints.” It has been created by 
the General Conference over some 200 years. 
It reflects what the representatives of the laity 
and clergy of the church, elected by the annual 
conferences, have believed to be consistent with 
scripture. It addresses hundreds of questions 
to which answers are not given in the Bible, 
and it deals with some issues in ways contrary 
to scripture. For example, the Bible accepts 

slavery, prohibits the crossbreeding of animals or 
crops, mandates the death penalty for adultery, 
requires a man to marry the widow of his deceased 
brother, etc. Our church does not agree with any of 
that, having concluded that they are not faithful to 
the God we meet in Jesus.  

2. So the Discipline is not scripture. But we do believe 
that, as the church has wrestled with issues related to 
its theology, mission, and governance, it has done so 
with the intent of being faithful to the spirit of Christ 
and to the large themes of scripture, especially the 
grace of God. It is not scripture, but we believe that it 
is faithful to the spirit of Christ.

3. What the Discipline is, at its heart, is a covenant. It is 
a book of theology, history, and church law in which 
we say to each other and to the world, “This is how 
we United Methodists agree to conduct ourselves, 
and relate to each other and all persons.” 

4. In cases where we have come to new understandings, 
we have a mechanism, every four years, to change 
it. Every United Methodist can petition the General 
Conference to change the Discipline, and every 
petition gets a review. Believe me, they all get 
considered. I’ve even sent in a few that got approved! 
Hundreds of changes, some large and some small, are 
made to the book by each General Conference. 

5. You can buy the 2016 Discipline at www.cokesbury.
com, and you can read it online at the same website. 



10

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER

he children are learning about different zoo animals 
and farm animals!

Using the Creative Curriculum we will be learning:  What 
names do we know?  What should we do if we get sad or 
scared at school?  What are our rules?  When do things 
happen at school?  How do we make and keep friends?

Each child enrolled in our Child Development Center is 
presented with a variety of learning opportunities daily, 
including both structured activities and supervised 
free-play, and is encouraged to explore and experience 
his or her world in a safe, nurturing, and supportive 
environment. All activities and materials are designed to 
be age-appropriate and to meet the social, intellectual, 
emotional, and physical needs of the child. Our 
classrooms implement the developmentally appropriate, 
state-approved Creative Curriculum for Preschool which 
includes biannual developmental assessments. These 
assessments enable our staff to plan and focus instruction 
on specific areas of growth according to the child’s need. 
The assessment results are shared with parents through 
individual parent conferences.

T

Carey Swanner , Lead Teacher/Director 
First United Methodist Church Child 
Development Center - Five Star Center
cdc@fumcsalisbury.org

FUMC AFTER-SCHOOL CARE
e hope everyone has had a great summer!  After-

School is about to get started and we are looking 
forward to hearing about the children’s summer fun.  We 
have several returning students and some new ones we 
will meet. 

We begin Monday, August 27, the first day for Rowan 
Salisbury Schools.  We will be picking up children from 
their schools and getting back into our routine for the 
year.  We pick up children at Granite Quarry, Hurley, 
Koontz, and Isenberg elementary schools.  Overton 
students ride the bus to the church.  We also pick up 
students at North Hills Christian School.  We are open 
until 6:00 PM Monday through Friday.

Our program offers homework help, daily healthy snacks, 
indoor/outdoor play, devotions, missions work and more.  

W

Donna Frederick, Lead Teacher,  
First United Methodist Church After 
School Care
afterschool@fumcsalisbury.org
(704) 433-6679

We still have spots available, so if you or anyone you know 
is looking for affordable, quality after-school care, please 
go to fumcsalisbury.org, then click LEARN, CHILDREN & 
YOUTH and AFTERSCHOOL CARE.  An application can be 
found there and lots of other information.  You may also 
call (704) 433-6679.  

We look forward to seeing everyone soon!

“You will never look back on life and think, “I spent too much 
time with my children.”  

Now accepting registration for Fall 
Enrollment 2018 for First United 
Methodist Child Development Center! 
Full time care, Monday-Friday 6:30am-
6:00pm serving ages 3-5 years of age. 
For more information please contact:

September Themes for 
FUMC Child Development Center
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SUMMER DAY CAMP AT FUMC
hat an awesome summer we had at our Day 

Camp this year! We served over 40 children in 
our program. It is a wonderful treat for the staff to see 
returning campers (they grow up so fast) and meet 
new children each summer.

For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus. Galatians 3:26

Each week we had trips to the library, pool, movies, 
and other field trips. We visited Dan Nicholas Park, 
Lazy 5, Patterson Farm, Granite Civic Park, Bowling 
at Woodleaf Lanes, Village Park, and Xtreme Play. 
We had a water day outside, dance parties inside, 
built forts on rainy days, and impromptu trips to Chill 
for shaved ice treats. We painted, made Rice Krispie 
Treats, and created paper crafts. Building with the 
legos, blocks, and train sets were some of our favorite 
activities. Every day, we had the opportunity to Drop 
Everything And Read for about 30 minutes.

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6

We had bible study and prayer time every day. Our 
devotions included bible stories and situational 
stories that we could apply to our lives today. 
Campers learned how to pray together and on their 
own. Every Thursday was our Mission Quest day. Our 
projects were meant to help make someone’s day a 
little brighter by sharing God’s love…kindness rocks 
with inspiring messages to hide at the park, cards 
for veterans and playing bingo at the VA Hospital, 
Scripture bookmarks to share with friends and family, 
taking a walk around town to see the art on display 
then creating our own work to share, reading with a 
buddy, playing with our younger friends in the CDC, 
and making back-to-school kits for friends.

summercamp@fumcsalisbury.org

W

Beth Yelvington
Lead Teacher
FUMC Summer Day Camp
704-433-6679
summercamp@fumcsalisbury.org
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SALISBURY  YOUTH
Salisbury Youth Gatherings Return

We’ll be back for another great year of youth ministry 

on Sunday nights from 5:30-7:30pm. Gatherings return 

on September 9.

For a full schedule, please contact Jenni: jenni@

fumcsalisbury.org 

Gatherings are for all 6-12 graders! Friends are always 

welcome. We provide dinner with the help of families 

who sign up to feed the group. We ask that students 

bring $3 for dinner to help offset costs.

A typical night at an SY Gathering might include dinner, 

a game, a message, and time to talk, sing, or do some group 

bonding. We plan to take a few nights throughout the year 

to go to Rowan Helping Ministries and help them with some 

food packing.

Our first trip to RHM for food packing will be on September 

30! (This counts as volunteer hours).

Youth are also encouraged to join us for Sunday School. We 

often talk about spiritual practices, topical discussions, and 

do hands on projects on Sunday mornings.

Winter Retreat Registration Opens

Salisbury Youth does two big retreats a year. Spiritus just 

concluded, and it was a great weekend at the beach! This 

year was Spiritus’ 25th year, and our theme was “Spiritus 

25:Keep the Streak Alive.” We spent time talking about 

how we connect with God, and how to make that time 

meaningful and consistent. Spiritus is a chance to meet 

and connect with youth from all over the Western North 

Carolina Conference!

The other retreat we do is a Winter Retreat that gives our 

group a chance to retreat as a smaller group. The Winter 

Retreat gives us some time to connect with God in the 

middle of the school year when we might be feeling a bit 

drained.

Getting away to meet with God, and build community with 

others are such important opportunities for growth (and 

fun!)

This year we are planning to go to the Gatlinburg, TN area 

February 15-18! We’ll be renting a house in the mountains, 

spending time with one another, and with God, as well as 

exploring the Gatlinburg/Pigeon Forge area!

For more information you can contact Jenni: jenni@

fumcsalisbury.org or (937)638-4679 (mobile). Register 

today at salisburyyouth.com!
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SEPTEMBER CALENDAR
        1   

2 3 4 5   6   7   8   

7:00 PM AA-B112

8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM Sunday 
School
11:00 AM Worship

12:30 PM  Duplicate 
Bridge-B 107 (Parlor) 
7:00 PM AA-B112 
(Golden Rule Room) 
7:00 PM Alanon- 
B110 (Conference 
Room) 

12:00 PM Deadline 
for Ecclesia articles 
7:00 PM AA-B112 
(Golden Rule Room) 

        

8:00 AM Habitat 
House Build-
offsite 
7:00 PM AA-B112 
(Golden Rule 
Room) 

9 10 11 12  13   14   15              

PROGRAM YEAR 
BEGINS 

8:30 AM Worship 
9:45 AM Sunday 
School 
11 :00 AM 
Presentation of 3rd 
grade Bibles-Nave 
11 :00 AM Worship 
5:30 PM Salisbury 
Youth & Club 
45-Fellowship Hall 

10:00 AM With 
these Hands-
Fellowship Hall 
6:00 PM Girl Scout 
Parent Meeting-
Fellowship Hall 
6:00 PM Hannah 
Circle-B 107 
(Parlor) 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts 
- Scout Room 

10:00 AM Naomi 
Circle - B107 
(Parlor) & Fellowship 
Hall 
2:00 PM Deadline 
for Bulletin 
announcements 
5:30 PM Midweek@
First resumes- 
Fellowship Hall 
6:30 PM Eve Circle - 
B107 (Parlor)

7:00 AM  Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast
11:30 AM  Sunshine 
Visitors Meeting-
offsite
12:30 PM  Duplicate 
Bridge-B 107 (Parlor) 
6:30 PM RHM 
Supper 
7:00 PM AA-B112 
(Golden Rule Room) 
7:00 PM 
Alanon-B110 
(Conference Room) 

2:00 PM Deadline 
for Bulletin 
announcements
5:30 PM  Midweek@
First-Fellowship Hall 
6:15 PM The Casting 
Queens-Conference 
room
7:00 PM Chancel 
Choir

6:00 AM RHM 
Breakfast 
7:00 PM AA-B112 
(Golden Rule Room) 
7:00 PM FirstARTS 
Concert: Jazz 
Classique-Nave 

8:00 AM Habitat 
House Build-
offsite  
9:30 AM Trail 
Boss Breakfast-
Fellowship Hall 
7:00 PM AA-
B112 (Golden 
Rule Room)

16 17 18 19  20   21   22   
8:30 AM Worship 
9:45 AM New 
Members Class-
Fellowship Hall 
9:45 AM Sunday 
School 
11 :00 AM Worship 

6:00 PM CDC, ASCC, 
SOC Board Meeting- 
Conference Room 
6:00 PM Girl Scouts 
Meeting 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts 
- Scout Room 

10:00 AM Staff 
Meeting-Harter 
Office Suite 
2:00 PM Chrismon 
Class-B104 
(Christian Forum) 
6:00 PM Autism 
Society Meeting- 
rooms 110 
(Christian Forum) & 
104 
6:00 PM Trustees 
Meeting-Harter 

LABOR DAY
Closed

Preschool Begins 

10:00 AM Staff 
Meeting-Harter 
Office Suite 
2:00 PM Chrismon 
Class-B104 
(Christian Forum) 
6:00 PM SPRC- B110 
(Conference Room) 

10:00 AM Methodist 
Connection 
10:00 AM Staff 
Meeting-Harter 
Office Suite 
2:00 PM Chrismon 
Class-B104 
(Christian Forum) 
7:00 PM  Stewardship 
Committee-offsite

2:00 PM Deadline 
for Bulletin 
announcements
5:30 Midweek@First- 
Fellowship Hall 
6:15 PM The Casting 
Queens-B110 
(Conference Room) 
7:00 PM Chancel 
Choir

     SUNDAY     MONDAY     TUESDAY WEDNESDAY      THURSDAY       FRIDAY     SATURDAY

11:00 AM  Permanent 
Endowment 
Committee-B110 
(Conference Room)
12:30 PM  Duplicate 
Bridge-B 107 (Parlor) 
7:00 PM AA-B112 
(Golden Rule Room) 
7:00 PM 
Alanon-B110 
(Conference Room) 

7:00 PM AA-B112 
(Golden Rule Room)
7:00 PM Mission 
Bridge Club-B107 
(Parlor)

8:00 AM Habitat 
House Build-
offsite  
7:00 PM AA-B112 
(Golden Rule 
Room)

23    24     25       26  27    28     29     
8:30 AM Worship 
9:45 AM New 
Members Class-
Fellowship Hall 
9:45 AM Sunday 
School 
11:00 AM Worship 

10:00 AM With 
these Hands-
Fellowship Hall
6:00 PM Girl Scouts 
Meeting 
7:00 PM Boy Scouts 
- Scout Room 

7:00 AM Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast 
12:30 PM Duplicate 
Bridge- B107 (Parlor) 
7:00 PM AA-B112 
(Golden Rule Room) 
7:00 PM 
Alanon-B110 
(Conference Room) 

2:00 PM Deadline 
for Bulletin 
announcements
5:30 Midweek@First- 
Fellowship Hall 
6:15 PM The Casting 
Queens-B110 
(Conference Room)
7:00 PM Chancel 
Choir 

Stewardship Meeting 
(mailing)- Harter 
Office Suite 
10:00 AM Staff 
Meeting-Harter 
Office Suite 
2:00 PM Chrismon 
Class-B104 
(Christian Forum) 
6:00 PM Church 
Council Meeting- 
Adam & Eve 
Classroom 

7:00 PM AA-B112 
(Golden Rule Room)

8:00 AM Boy 
Scouts - old bus
7:00 PM AA-B112 
(Golden Rule 
Room)

30
8:00 AM Boy Scouts - old bus 
8:30 AM Worship 
9:45 AM New Members Class- Fellowship Hall 
9:45 AM Stewardship Celebration Breakfast-Fellowship Hall 
9:45 AM Sunday School 
11 :00 AM Worship Service 
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________________________________

1  Lori Egloff
 Michael Egloff
________________________________

2  Cory Menees
________________________________

3  Amanda Bosch
 Susan Fraley
 John Philpott
________________________________

4 Warren Reynolds
________________________________

5 
________________________________

6 Spencer Scarvey
 Frank Shafer
 Denny White
________________________________

7  Mia Conforti
________________________________

8 Monty Carmichael
 Mandy Deadwyler
 Clark Moore
________________________________

9 Kelsey Bradshaw
 Morgan Rollins
________________________________

10  Zachary Johnson
 Joel Smeltzer
________________________________

11  
________________________________

_______________________________

12  Gary Cox
________________________________

13  Christian Lewis
 Bobby Spencer
________________________________

14  
________________________________
 

15 Susan Mills
________________________________

16  Sharon Smith
 Stephenie Walker
 Tim Wyrick
________________________________

17 Don Hylton
 “Rusty” Pipes
 Jay West
________________________________

18 Daniel Coutu
 Paula Dibley
 Robert McGee
 Carolyn Parker
______________________________

19 Jenni Fogt
 Christopher Fowler
 Brent Seifert
________________________________

20 
________________________________

21 Alfred Chea
 Mike Hughes
________________________________

_______________________________

22 Jacob Daye
 Mary Jo Maphis
 Carolyn Sadler
________________________________

23 George Parker
 Harriette Watson 
________________________________

24  Scott Bosch
 Allison Dunkin
 Judy Johnson
 Christopher McCoy
________________________________

25 Janice Applewhite
 Braxton Whitaker
_______________________________

26 Jon Hunter
________________________________

27    Andy Basinger
 Sara Nussman
________________________________

28 Betty Smyth
 James Whittington
________________________________

29 Corbin Barber
_______________________________

30 Beverly Gobble
 Anne Marie Hendrick
 Fred Jordan
 Karla Swanson
_______________________________

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.” ~ Psalm 46:1

FUMC FAMILY AND EXTENDED 
FAMILY TRANSITIONS

In Remembrance:
Please keep these families in your prayers.

Mary Ann Laningham  July 15, 2018
Deane Curry Cline  July 21, 2018
Katherine Stokes (mother of Julie Gainer) July 31, 2018
Ann Morris   August 5, 2018

Bobbie Melton new great grand baby, Benjamin Davis Passmore was born on July 
29, 2018 weighing 9lbs 4oz. and 21 inches long. His proud parents are Laura & Rick 
Passmore of Sophia, NC.
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CHURCH STAFF
The Reverend Doctor Mark Conforti ...................Senior Pastor
The Reverend Stacey Lundy .....................................Associate Pastor
Mrs. Becca Blackmon ..................................................Business Administrator
Mr. Matthew Brown ....................................................Director of Music and Organist
Mrs. Christine Maloney .............................................Administrative Assistant
Ms. Jenni Fogt ................................................................Youth Director
Mr. Mike Fansler ...........................................................Building Superintendent
Mrs. Donna Fredrick ...................................................  Lead Teacher of After-School Child Care Program
Mrs. Patsy Langlais ......................................................  Director of Preschool
Ms. Beth Yelvington.....................................................Lead Teacher of Summer Day Camp
Mrs. Carey Swanner ....................................................Lead Teacher/Director of Child Development Center

MISSION MOMENT
 he First UMC will soon join hands with Christ and 
Milford Hills UMCs to build a home for an area family 

in need.  Groundbreaking and construction on a Martin 
Luther King Boulevard lot near Long Street begins 
September 8th and continues each Saturday throughout 
the fall months.  We hope to have the new family in their 
own home before Christmas. 

You do not need construction skills to help.  Anyone who 
can lift a board, swing a hammer, dig a hole, or use a paint 
brush can volunteer.  We also need volunteers to prepare 
lunch, represent the family’s needs, and coordinate 
workers. In short, we need everyone working together 
to make this project successful. Due to federal safety 
regulations, the initial home construction is limited to 
persons eighteen years of age and older.  Younger workers 
can assist with the later stages of painting, gardening, etc.
 
Each of the three congregations will serve as “Day 
Sponsors” on three separate weekends.  This will involve 
providing lunch and willing workers.  However, volunteers 
from other churches are welcome to participate on any 
Saturday or any day during the week when there is work 
to be done.  Getting to know fellow Methodists can be a 
wonderful fringe benefit of this project. Watch our church 

T bulletin for sign-up details. We would like to have a rough 
estimate of the number of workers for the food committee. 
On September 8th and 15th, we need as many workers as 
possible from all three churches to complete the flooring 
and raise the walls.  First UMC will be a Day Sponsor on Sept. 
22, Oct. 13, and Nov. 3.  All three churches will then come 
together again on Nov. 24 to complete construction. Each 
work day begins at 8:00 a.m. with prayer and continues until 
mid-afternoon.  However, many workers chose to volunteer 
for a half day either in the morning or afternoon. 

This year’s Habitat House 
will be built in honor of 
Ned Storey, one of our 
long time faithful church 
members.  Ned gave many 
hours of his personal time 
to building some of this 
area’s first Habitat Homes. 
Health issues will prevent 
him from working this 
year, but we want to honor 
him by serving in his name 
and in his place.

CHANGES TO YOUR DIRECTORY
Changes:
 Eulalia Conrad
 Brookdale Senior Living
 2210 Statesville Blvd., #9
 Salisbury, NC  28147

 Dr. Nan A. Zimmerman
 Nanmzim3@gmail.com
 Cell – 704-431-7810
 Home – 704-636-0867
 15 Oak Rd.  28144

 

 
If you know of any changes or you have 
changed information, please let Christine 
know (christine@fumcsalisbury.org). 
 Thank you.



16

ECCLESIA
Published by:

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2 1 7  S O U T H  C H U R C H  S T R E E T
SALISBURY, NORTH CAROLINA 28144

FIRST
UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH

SALISBURY, NC
est.  1783


