
First United Methodist Church 
 

Order of Worship 
Sunday, October 18, 2020   |   20th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
New Member Sunday 

 
 
 

 
 

 
PRELUDE  
 
GREETING   The Revd Dr. Mark Conforti  
 
GATHERING HYMN           Stand Up and Bless the Lord                                                      UMH 662 
 

     
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  The Revd Stacey Lundy  

God of saints and sinners, hear our prayer. 
         We would be saintlike – holy, good, patient, loving. 
         But we end up feeling more like sinners – full of failures of morality, selfish, mean. 
         So we pray, in all humility, 
        That You will change our hearts and minds, 
        That You will show us again how to love others the way You love us, 
        That You will put power and courage in our hearts to do your will. 
        This we pray in Jesus’ name and for His sake. Amen. 

 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?view=detail&mid=EA99932422C4F6CA9E7CEA99932422C4F6CA9E7C&shtp=GetUrl&shid=1a581458-d596-45c8-be35-e5a1993ab556&shtk=U3RhbmQgVXAsIGFuZCBCbGVzcyB0aGUgTG9yZCAoU3QgTWljaGFlbCBPbGQgMTM0dGgp&shdk=Q2hlY2sgb3V0IHRoZSBjb21wbGV0ZSBsaXN0IG9mIGFsbCA0MjAwKyBoeW1ucyBhbmQgMTI1KyBzb2xvIGNsYXNzaWNhbCBwaWFubyBtdXNpYyBJIGhhdmUgcmVjb3JkZWQ6IGh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmFuZHJld3JlbWlsbGFyZC5jb20vY29tcGxldGUtcmVjb3JkaW5nLWxpc3QtbGlua3MvIFN0YW5kIFVwLCBhbmQgQmxlc3MgdGhlIExvcmQgKFN0IE1pY2hhZWwgT2xkIDEzNHRoKSBUZXh0IGJ5OiBKYW1lcyBNb250Z29tZXJ5IDE3NzEtMTg1NCBUdW5lOiBTdCBNaWNoYWVsIChPbGQgMTM0dGgpIFNvdXJjZTogTWV0aG9kaXN0IDE5MzkgSHltbmFsICMzOSBIZXJlIGlzIG15IGNvbXBsZXRlIHJlY29yZGluZyBvZiAuLi4%3D&shhk=Y%2FWt%2BzoqFj3Y80IuE0DNyTVznqwZvQQh1Nvyi2gv2yI%3D&form=VDSHOT&shth=OSH.Gekg6xOS0V0YPjVw3cUFHA


WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Beloved, hear this Good News: the love of God is beyond measure, and you are included in that love.  
Know that you are forgiven and freed to love and serve with the support of this community of faith. 
Blessed be the tie that binds our hearts together in love! 

 
ACCLAMATION OF PRAISE The Doxology  UMH 95         

 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Mr. Jimmy Robinson 

Holy Spirit, illumine for us this Word, that the message of the gospel may come to us in power. Amen. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON  I Thessalonians 1:1-10 

This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL LESSON  Matthew 22:15-22 
This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
 Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=praise+god+from+whom+all+blessings+flow+long+meter&qpvt=praise+god+from+whom+all+blessings+flow+long+meter&view=detail&mid=CEA5C46B4BE35877EDFACEA5C46B4BE35877EDFA&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dpraise%2Bgod%2Bfrom%2Bwhom%2Ball%2Bblessings%2Bflow%2Blong%2Bmeter%26qpvt%3Dpraise%2Bgod%2Bfrom%2Bwhom%2Ball%2Bblessings%2Bflow%2Blong%2Bmeter%26FORM%3DVDRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=praise+god+from+whom+all+blessings+flow+long+meter&qpvt=praise+god+from+whom+all+blessings+flow+long+meter&view=detail&mid=CEA5C46B4BE35877EDFACEA5C46B4BE35877EDFA&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dpraise%2Bgod%2Bfrom%2Bwhom%2Ball%2Bblessings%2Bflow%2Blong%2Bmeter%26qpvt%3Dpraise%2Bgod%2Bfrom%2Bwhom%2Ball%2Bblessings%2Bflow%2Blong%2Bmeter%26FORM%3DVDRE


HYMN OF RESPONSE  Is It Lawful to Pay Taxes? 

 
 
OFFERING  
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.carolynshymns.com/is_it_lawful_to_pay_taxes.html


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed UMH 881 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord: 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, dead, and buried; 
 the third day he rose from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, 

  and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION            

Lord in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  UMH 895 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING HYMN        Take My Life, and Let It Be UMH 399 

Critics have raved over Havergal’s text for almost two centuries. Hymn author Ira Sankey wrote that this was “one of the 
finest consecration hymns in the world” (Sankey, My Life in Hymns, 81). Albert Bailey wrote, “This hymn has had a career 
of great usefulness. It has frequently objectified for even young children what practical ways of serving Christ may be theirs in 
their every-day lives” (Bailey, The Gospel in Hymns, 405). Each verse offers a different part of ourselves for the purposes of 
God – our life, our hands, our voice, our money, our wills, and our love. Here is how author Frances Havergal describes the 
events that inspired the writing of this hymn: “I went for a little visit of five days. There were ten persons in the house, some 
unconverted and long prayed for; some converted, but not rejoicing Christians. He gave me the prayer: ‘Lord, give me all in 
this house.’ And He just DID! Before I left the house everyone had got a blessing. The last night of my visit, after I had 
retired, the governess asked me to go to the two daughters. They were crying, etc. Then and there both of them trusted and 
rejoiced. It was nearly midnight. I was too happy to sleep, and passed most of the night in praise and renewal of my own 
consecration; and these little couplets formed themselves and chimed in my heart one after another till they finished with 
‘ever, only, all for Thee’” (Lutheran Hymnal Handbook, 486). This hymn is a beautiful prayer that God would both draw 
us closer to Himself, and use us to bring others to Him. God calls us to a life of discipleship, and our only response should be, 
“Here am I. Send me.” 

 
 
BENEDICTION AND BLESSING 
 
POSTLUDE  

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=take+my+life+and+let+it+be+hendon&view=detail&mid=2DBD1F69395DAB8A5F0C2DBD1F69395DAB8A5F0C&FORM=VIRE


 
 

THE FLOWERS ADORNING THE CHANCEL ARE PRESENTED TO THE 
GREATER GLORY OF GOD IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR PARENTS 

KATHERINE & FRED JORDAN AND MARYELLEN AND  
ROBERT PARKER AND TAFFY’S SISTER JUDY PARKER POWELL. 

GIVEN BY FRED, JR. AND TAFFY JORDAN. 
 

 
 
 
 

THOSE LEADING TODAY ’S SERVICE  
 
 Miss Autumn Walser Acolyte 
 Miss Sutton Webb Acolyte 
 Mr. Jimmy Robinson Liturgist 
 Mrs. Missy Brown Song Leader 
 Mr. Henry Brown Song Leader 
 Mr. Larry Oldham Livestream Producer 
 Mr. Rikki Spencer Livestream Producer  
 Mr. Jimmy Robinson Lector 
 Mr. Joshua Starnes Director of Music and Organist 
 Mrs. Nancy Schoch Altar Guild 
 The Reverend Dr. Mark Conforti Senior Pastor 
 The Reverend Stacy Lundy Associate Pastor 
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