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On the Cover: Simply Summer 
Children and volunteers gathered in the chapel each night to
hear the Bible story and sing songs together! They learned the
words and motions to 'Deep and Wide' and the 'Ephesians
3:18' song that helped them memorize the Bible verse for the
week, "[May you know] how wide, how long, how high, and
how deep His love is."
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Sermon Podcast
Salisbury Sermons on
Apple Podcasts and Spotify
Sermon by Phone
Call 1(704)378-8581

Facebook @fumcsalisbury
Instagram @fumcsalisbury

Website www.fumcsalisbury.org

YouTube Channel FUMC Salisbury

Summer Recap, Pages 13-16 
Find pictures from so many exciting events this summer -
Camp Discovery, Simply Summer, Summer Fun Days,
Summer Strings Camp, and Troop 442's trip to Philmont!

Rally Day, Page 7
We're celebrating our return to fall programming on August 15
with Rally Day! It's going to be a party, and the whole church is
invited. Check out page 7, and mark the day on your calendar!



remarks
Our family recently went to the “Immersive Van Gogh” exhibit in Charlotte, and were
amazed by what we saw.

Haven’t been? Let me describe the scene: imagine walking into a gigantic warehouse
that’s been retro-fitted to create one large room.The walls of the single large room are
made, not of drywall or plaster, but of a translucent screen. Many hidden film projectors
show a forty-minute film onto these walls, all in a coordinated way with music. The film, of
course, features Vincent Van Gogh’s famous pieces, including Starry Night, Sunflowers,
and much more. These aren’t still images of the paintings. Instead, a team of talented
artists somehow edited portions of the original paintings, thus creating a new way of
imagining Van Gogh’s work. 

The Immersive Van Gogh exhibit will be in Charlotte for just a bit longer. On September
21, the exhibit debuts in Pittsburgh, with other cities on the schedule. Along the way, it has
become one of the world’s most exciting art exhibits.

Interestingly, Vincent Van Gogh was not famous while alive. According to Russell Shorto’s
article, “The Woman Who Made Van Gogh,” Vincent’s sister-in-law, Jo van Gogh-Bonger,
was the force who introduced the world to his genius. Jo married Theo, Vincent’s brother,
but was widowed with a son within a few short years.She, in turn, inherited Vincent’s
paintings, drawings, and letters.
 

And now, thanks to the traveling exhibit utilizing innovative digital art techniques, Vincent
Van Gogh’s work is being reintroduced to the world.

All of this gets me wondering: what will it take to reintroduce Jesus Christ to the world?

The Church is called to express the beauty of God’s love, with all of the varied
brushstrokes & colors of the palette. But I’m concerned that the Gospel message is
treated like an overlooked painting hiding in the back of a closet. For so much of the world,
it’s familiar like wallpaper; for others, it’s unrelatable.

We are called to be immersed in God’s grace, that the world can experience the glory of
God’s loving mercy.

Imagine the church’s ministry being more creative. Suppose 
we took “the old, old story of Jesus and his love,” and 
re-presented the message in a compelling way. 

What if we were so bold? 

Blessings,
Pastor Mark
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"Looking back, moving forward"
Methodist have always highly valued Christian education. Early in John 
Wesley’s ministry, he assumed responsibility for the Kingswood School 
founded by George Whitfield. Its curriculum included Greek and Latin 
classics plus a strong emphasis on faith formation.The school’s goal, 
according to Charles Wesley, was “to unite the pair so long disjoined…
knowledge and vital piety.”

John Wesley asked every new preacher in his Methodist societies, “Will you diligently instruct the children
in every place?” That same question is still asked of every ordained elder in our denomination. Among the
first items of business at the 1784 founding Christmas Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church was
to establish Cokesbury College.That Christmas Conference also advocated forming similar schools
throughout the new denomination. 

We know little about 18th and 19th century Christian education at Salisbury’s First Methodist Episcopal
Church. In 1783 the newly formed Methodist society met in a school house. In 1791 a district Methodist
school was established just north of Salisbury on the Yadkin River. James Parks, a former pastor of our
local church, was the organizer and first teacher.

Sadly, later church historical records focus more on buildings and finance than on children’s ministries. We
do know that by the middle of the 20th century our church had employed a number of full time Christian
educators. We also know that in the first half of the 20th century the conference Board of Education under
the leadership of Carl King was located in Salisbury.

In 1934, during the Great Depression, the congregation purchased the Council House on the corner of
Church and Banks streets. It provided needed space for children’s and youth activities.

By 1950 our congregation’s educational ministry outgrew that facility. That year we reported having 1800
members with an average Sunday school attendance of 500. Worship averaged 400. There were also 25
other weekday meetings. In the post-World War II baby boom our church thrived.

Under the oversight of pastor C.C. “Chess” Herbert, two key laymen, Tom M. Stanback and Enoch A.
Goodman, Jr., co-chaired a financial campaign to build an education building. The project was assisted by
major donations from two prominent families. The Fred Standback, Sr. family financed the fellowship hall
and the B.V. Hedrick family built the chapel. 

The Council House was demolished and temporary new space had to be found for existing classes. For a
time, the large Men’s Golden Rule Forum class moved across the street to the Rowan Public Library
meeting room. The church basement was partitioned into smaller class rooms for children’s Sunday school. 
In August of 1953 after two years in cramped quarters, the new building was complete.  Its expansive
educational wing provided separate classrooms for each public school grade and larger meeting rooms for
departmental gatherings. Most of those downstairs rooms are now occupied by our Child Development
Center. 

This new facility opened with a Week of Jubilee. We had special worship services and a Grand
Processional of Children and Youth to the new building. Guided tours soon followed at a family night
supper. 

As we reopen our children and youth Sunday school program following the 2020-2021 pandemic, it is a
good time to reclaim our historic ministry to children. Children are not the church’s future. They are the
church right now. If they don’t feel included today, they will likely not remain active in the church tomorrow
when they become adults. 

Fred Jordan, Church Historian

church history
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school supply drive 

food for our neighbors 5th sunday seminary

2% Milk Gallon
Pan Spray
Breakfast Cereal
Scrubs Medium & Large Sizes Only
Travel-Size Shampoo & Body Lotion
Pasta
Canned Soup & vegetables
Instant Potato Flakes
Disinfectant wipes

Rowan Helping Ministries
FUMC regularly sends 
volunteers to Rowan Helping 
Ministries to pack food (USDA & Food For
Thought), and provide meals for shelter guests. To
learn more about these opportunities you can
contact the church office. Nancy Schoch
coordinates food packing 1-2 times per month, and
Taffy Jordan schedules teams to provide dinner
and the next day's breakfast on the second
Thursday of each month.

Rowan Helping Ministries keeps a wish list for their
most needed items. Some recent needs include:
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Our partnership with Isenberg Elementary is a primary way we can minister to
the children in the Salisbury community. These school supplies help meet

needs that give children the freedom to learn to their fullest potential!

5th Sunday Seminary
Sunday August 29
9:45am

FUMC welcomes 
Dr. Scott Bullard,
president of Pfeiffer
University as the speaker
for this month's 5th
Sunday. "A North Carolina
native, Bullard was born in
Lumberton and graduated

from Scotland High School in Laurinburg. He holds a
Bachelor of Arts in philosophy from Campbell
University, a Master of Divinity from Duke University
and a Ph.D. in theology from Baylor University.

Bullard is a published author, with works appearing in
several academic journals and edited collections. His
book, "Re-membering the Body: The Eucharist and
Ecclesial Unity," focuses on the understanding and
practice of the Eucharist, or Communion, and was
published in 2013." (www.pfeffer.edu)





fumc's first production director

our favorite songs

Welcoming Aaron Cameron
On Sunday, July 18, we welcomed Aaron Cameron
as our new Production Director - a new position the
Staff-Parish Relations Committee created to meet the
increased need for audio-visual communication.
Aaron will work with a team of volunteers to live-
stream worship services, as well as create create
other video content for the ministries of FUMC. 

For those who have been at FUMC for several years,
you may recognize Aaron. His wife Tangela was our
ministry intern just a few years ago!
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Singing Our Heart-Songs
We all have songs that carry special meaning for us when we hear them in worship. Music can
evoke fond memories and speak to our souls. We’re so excited and grateful for the feedback
and contribution of those who participated in our Congregational Hymn Survey – here are the
results of our 10 most popular hymns:

O God, Our Help in Ages Past

Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

The Church’s One Foundation

Here I Am, Lord

Holy, Holy, Holy

A Mighty Fortress is Our God

To God Be the Glory

Victory in Jesus

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.



music ministry this fall

Choir Rehearsals
Rehearsals Resume 

Wednesday, September 8
7:30-9:00pm

 

Sing in the choir this fall! Youth
and adults of all levels of
experience are welcome.

Peals of Praise

Handbell Ensemble
Monday, September 13

6:00-7:00pm
 

Handbells will meet on Monday
evenings this fall. Youth and

adults welcome.

Music Ministry

Fall Retreat
Saturday September 11

11:00am-1:00pm
 

Interested in participating in the
music ministry? Already involved?
Come and join in a time of prayer,

worship, and fellowship with a
potluck lunch!
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KidzPraize!
Children's Music 

Wednesday, August 18
5:30-6:00pm

 

Children (grades K-5) will meet on
Wednesday afternoons to learn
engaging songs, and prepare to

lead the congregation during
worship throughout the year.

Contact Joshua Starnes (josh@fumcsalisbury.org) for more information
about these upcoming opportunities within music ministry!



back 2 school 

Blessing of the Backpacks
Students, bring your backpacks to worship on

August 15. During the service we will pray a prayer
of blessing over you for the new school year.
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Night Before School Prayer
The night before school is often a
stressful time for students, parents, and
teachers. This brief online service is an
opportunity to cover the first day of the
new year in prayer. 

Scheduled to premiere on YouTube at
7:00pm, August 10, we will gather in
prayer the evening before RSS
students go back to school. All are
invited to participate from home!

School Year's Eve Prayer is a
collaboration between FUMC and
several Methodist churches in the
Rowan Missional Network.



youth ministry

children's ministry

Rally Day
Blessing of the

Backpacks

TUES. AUGUST 10

Sunday School Resumes

School Year's Eve Prayer

SUN. AUGUST 15

Back 2 School Bash
(Club 45)

SUN. AUGUST 22

WED. AUGUST 18
First KidzPraize! Rehearsal

SUN. AUGUST 8
Kids Connection (K-3)
Sunday Sundae Bar

SAT. AUGUST 21
Pre K Play Date

Rally Day

Back 2 School Bash

Youth Group
Resumes

Blessing of the

Backpacks

TUES. AUGUST 10

Sunday School Resumes

School Year's 
Eve Prayer

SUN. AUGUST 15

SUN. AUGUST 22

SUN. AUGUST 29

MON. AUGUST 9 
Final Summer Bible Study

Club 45 Fall Dates
 

September 12
October 10

November 14
December 12

Youth Email
Newsletter
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Summer Bible Study
This Summer we met on Mondays to talk
about how we can build the lasting kind of joy
that God wants for us - joy that goes beyond
circumstances. We challenged one another to
practice Sabbath rest each week, read
scripture, and prayed together. We enjoyed
our time together so much that we decided to
extend our study until August 9.

Club 45 This Fall
In the new program year Club 45, our 4-5th grade ministry will meet
once a month on the second Sundays of the month, and day trips will
be sprinkled throughout the year. All 4th and 5th graders are invited to
join in the fun, and you're always welcome to bring a friend!
Occasionally we team up with Salisbury Youth for big events like the
Back 2 School Bash!

2nd Sunday of the Month, 4:00-5:30pm

Christmas 
Party!

SUNDAYS

4:00-5:30PM

SUNDAYS

4:00-5:30PM



wednesday nights at fumc

MIDWEEK MINISTRY RETURNS WITH 

A  REFRESHED APPROACH THIS FALL!
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WednesdayNights

FIRST WEDNESDAYS
Free community meal on

the lawn followed by a
brief vespers service

THIRD WEDNESDAYS
Catered meal in the

fellowship hall & 
programs for all ages

EVERY WEDNESDAY
KidzPraize! and Chancel Choir rehearsals

SEPTEMBER 1

OCTOBER 6

NOVEMBER 3

DECEMBER 1

SEPTEMBER 15

OCTOBER 20

NOVEMBER 17

DECEMBER 15

SIGN UP FOR MEALS ON THE 3RD WEDNESDAYS
ON THE CHURCH WEBSITE, FUMCSALISBURY.ORG
$7/ADULT, $3/KIDS AND YOUTH



summer recap: camp discovery
Testimony from Camp Discovery
In the middle of June we took 16 campers to Mt. Shepherd for the 19th year of
Camp Discovery. One of our campers' mothers shared a testimony with us about
the impact a week at camp had on her daughter!

"Thank you so very much for everything your program did for my family this
summer. My 10-year-old daughter has been so much calmer since attending
camp. She listens to her family members' concerns and expresses much more
respectful opinions after the attention and focus she received from Camp
Discovery's incredibly patient staff. Most importantly, she is even quicker to laugh
and seek out the fun of life now that she had such an amazing week with all her
new friends. I really can't believe all of the changes that have taken hold within her
given the short amount of time she spent at Mt. Shepard, but I am optimistic they
have strong roots and will pay dividends for months and years to come. Words
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cannot express how indebted I feel towards your amazing program, which I
hope to wholeheartedly support next year and onward into the future."

All my best, Alissa   



summer recap: simply summer
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Simply Summer
We had a blast singing songs, playing games, making crafts, and
learning Bible stories! This year's theme was Mission: Deep Sea.
We learned about how our faith can grow deeper from relationships
with others, when we spend time with God, use our gifts, and share
our story. Thank you to all the youth and adult volunteers! 



summer recap: summer fun days

safe sanctuary policy
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Summer Fun Days
So many great things about summer are even better with friends! Thank you to Debbie Vaughn
and all the fellow volunteers who made Summer Fun Days happen in June and July!

Who do we train?
All of our volunteers who work regularly with children and youth receive Safe Sanctuary training - Sunday
School teachers, youth group counselors, Scout leaders, Camp Discovery mentors, nursery volunteers. If
you want to volunteer to bring snacks camp you may not need to be trained, but anyone who may have
ongoing interactions with children and youth should be trained. This policy reminds us of best practices
and boundaries that help keep our children safe!

We also complete background checks on our volunteers. These should be updated every 3 years, so if
it's been a while and we have not yet reached out to you; or if you might be interested in becoming a new
volunteer with children or youth ministry, Jen and Bailee would love to hear from you!



summer strings camp 

scout troop 442 returns from philmont 
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Cub Pack 442 (k-5)
Mondays at 6:00pm

 

Contact Bill Shaffer 
(678)641-3513 shaffb31@yahoo.com

Scout Troop 442 (6-12)
Mondays at 7:00pm

 

Contact Bruce Kolkebeck (BK) 
(704)433-8151 bkolback@gmail.com

Youth Strings Camp
FUMC had the opportunity to
host the Salisbury Symphony
Summer Strings Camp again
this year. 

Did you know? FUMC also
provided rehearsal space for
SSO's school year program
when they couldn't practice
inside the schools last year.

A group of Scouts from troop 442 hiked across
Philmont while another crew went to camp at Camp
Barnhardt in June!

Austin Hedrick shares about his time at Philmont
"We spent 11 days in the backcountry walking
around 75 miles of the northern part of Philmont
Scout Ranch (NM) with the crew title of 615 India-03.
We walked through Carson National Forest,
participated in low-impact camping, and hiked to the
top of Mt. Baldy. The crew was constantly faced with
challenges that tested our leadership and skills. 
We all made it back in (majority) high morale.
Everyone completed the hike, and we didn't have
any major mishaps. If I have the opportunity to go
back, I wouldn't mind exploring the southern part of
the property."



ministry grants
Ministry Money Available
The church’s Finance Committee is making available extra funds for church ministry programs. This is
possible thanks to the congregation’s generosity!

FUMC was fortunate to receive a second installment of PPP loans. This money is used to fund payroll only.
Becca Blackmon, the church’s Business Administrator, reports back detailed records to ensure this. The
church’s 2021 budget provides little for church programs. With the PPP loan allowing the church to save on
payroll expenses, the Finance Committee has set aside $25,000.00 for special ministry programs. The goal is
to expand the church’s outreach, deepen the connection, and provide more opportunities for discipleship. 

If you are chair of a committee, Sunday School class leader, or ministry team leader, you can submit your
request in writing to Becca at becca@fumcsalisbury.org. Each request should explain how the prospective
ministry program will help fulfil the church’s mission “to make and nurture Christian disciples through the
presence and power of God.” 

The first round of requests were submitted in July. Second round requests can be submitted October 1, 2021
through October 15, 2021. Requests will be presented at the October Finance Committee meeting. 

coming up...
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Mums for Mission

Access the Church Calendar Any Time

Did you know you can access the church calendar any time? Just go to
fumcsalisbury.org and look under the Connect tab. Under 'Connect' you can also
find the digital version of this edition of the Ecclesia as well as archived editions. 

Day Trip:
Civil Rights Museum

Church Hoedown

SEPTEMBER
The United Methodist Women will be selling mum plants again this year
to raise money for local mission work. Look for an order form available in

late August/early September.

SEPTEMBER
Church-wide outing to the

Civil Rights Museum in
Greensboro. The date for this

trip is still being confirmed,
but we expect it to be some

time in late September.

Trip to the
Creation Museum

NOVEMBER
Details are in the works

for a church-wide
overnight trip to the

Creation Museum and
Ark encounter in KY.

OCTOBER
Join us for some old

fashioned fun this fall. This
church wide event is for

everyone!
 

More details to come

mailto:becca@fumcsalisbury.org


august birthdays
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20 Sue Bivens
Connor Johnson
Thomas Langford
Ethan McGee

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

1
2 Elizabeth Warren

3 Joy Braun-Bernardt
Mary Allen Conforti
Mike Hensley

4 Shakira Basinger

5 Sue Lewis
Raleigh Shaffer

6 Sarah Busby
Traci Williams

7 Mary Heather Steinman

8 Gwen Webb

9 Bobby Lee Jones

10
11 Steven Huffman

Cathryne Clark

12 Brink Brinkley
Sara Hill
Virginia Krotchko
Betty Mickle
Jackson Price
Nancy Schoch

13 Tyler Conforti
Katie Durham

14 Hailey Huffman
Ronnie Rinehart

15 Gloria Matthews
16 John Hoppe

17 Ola Rutledge

19 David Buchanan
Luke Lundy
Jane Osborne

18 Julie Gainer
Martha Smith
Ian Walser

21 Betsy Rich
Leslie Rollins

22 Betsy Fazia
Josh Gainer
Dixie Scott

25
26 Grace Marlett

Wayne Saleeby

27 Karen Floyd
Bettie Jordan
Glenn Langford

28 John Holshouser

29 Heather Carmichael
Larry Fain
Genevieve Martin
Austin Massaquoi
Debbie Vaughn

24 Ginny Champion
Richard Paschall

23 Emily Busby
George Hill
Jennifer Seifert
Lucas Webb

30 Mary Elizabeth Davis
David McCoy
Tracy Walser
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fumc family and extended family transitions

directory updates

thank you notes to the church
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In Remembrance
Please keep these families in your prayers

Juanita Frances Kimball Grubb
   mother of Regina Faggart

November 29, 1928 - June 10, 2021

"God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble." ~ Psalm 46:1

Dear Friends at First UMC,
Thank you for the generous gift to
Meals on Wheels! Your gift will enable
us to continue our home delivered
meals and grocery programs. The
pandemic exacerbated the need for
nutritious food among our homebound
seniors. In 2020 we served 50,000 
more meals in one year than in our 45
year history! 

Thank you! Cindy Fink

Do you have an article for the Ecclesia?
Send them to Jenni@fumcsalisbury.org with "(Month to be printed) Ecclesia" in the subject line.

Articles can be submitted by the first Friday of the month prior to when you would like it printed. 

Access the online directory anytime by going to fumcsalisbury.ctrn.co, following the link on
our website (under 'Connect'), or downloading the CTRN app on your smartphone or tablet.
Enter the access code fumcsalisbury and your unique username and password. 

You can update your information at any time, if you would like assistance in updating your
information please contact the church office. A few physical copies of the directory are printed
and available to be picked up.

Dear FUMC,
Thank you for allowing the Salisbury
Symphony Youth Orchestra to rehearse
in your music suite. We appreciate your
willingness to support our education
program, and are grateful for your
generosity. Having a space for our
young musicians to rehearse during a
very challenging year was a blessing for
all of us. 

Sincerely,
Beth Cook, Education Director, SSO

Dear FUMC,
At the Community Care Clinic, our work
touches lives every day, sometimes in
surprising ways. Our accomplishments
could not be achieved without the
generous support of friends like you.
Many thanks for partnering with us to
help our neighbors in need!

Krista Woolly, Executive Director

Dear First United Methodist Church,
Thank you for the generous donation for
books. Isenberg's students will truly
benefit from your gift. We appreciate
your church's long-running relationship
with Isenberg and look forward to our
continued partnership.

Take care,
Karen Puckett, Media Specialist

Isenberg Elementary

Thank you to 
Joel Goodwin for

covering the cost of
sending this edition of

the Ecclesia to the 
 congregation! 

James Oscar Applewhite
   brother of Gary Applewhite

October 7, 1944 - June 21, 2021

Scott David Humble
   father of Lanie Humble

September 28, 1970 - July 06, 2021

Thio Santhio Joseph
   father of Jude Joseph

April 13, 1934 - July 23, 2021
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