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Website

YouTube Channel

www.fumcsalisbury.org

FUMC Salisbury
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Salisbury Sermons
on Anchor; Apple Podcasts;
Google Podcasts;
Pocket Casts;
RadioPublic; and Spotify

Facebook
@fumcsalisbury
Instagram
@fumcsalisbury

704.636.3121 | 217 South Church Street Salisbury, NC 28144

BE BOLD.
HAVE FUN.
FUMC VARIETY SHOW FUNDRAISER

FELLOWSHIP HALL
SUNDAY AUGUST 28
4:00PM

Contact Jen or use QR Code
jenni@fumcsalisbury.org
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS WILL BE
SERVED, DONATIONS SUPPORT THE
UPCOMING LEARN & SERVE TRIP

pogo stick tricks. create art.

TO SUBMIT AN ACT

yo-yo tricks. display art.

make a video. perform a skit.

sing. dance. tell jokes. jump rope. yodel. lip sync. play an instrument.

juggle. dribble a ball. tell a story. read poetry.

REMARKS

When our spiritual life feels dry, we can put effort into receiving spiritual nourishment. Due
to exhaustion, disappointment, or other depleting life experiences, we become weak. At
these moments, our spirits can feel down. Pessimism can set in, and a dreadful spiral of
negativity can sweep us away. What can we do to find new strength?
Our Methodist tradition includes putting time and energy into “the means of grace.” One of
John Wesley’s Standard Sermons dealt directly with this theme. For Wesley, “the means of
grace” were “outward signs, words, or actions ordained of God… to be the ordinary channels
whereby [God] might convey” grace to us. The ordinary means of grace include:
prayer (whether privately or in Christian community)
studying the Scriptures (reading, hearing, and meditating on the texts)
receiving the Sacrament of Holy Communion
We’ve experienced this to be true, have we not? These are the real-life actions of Christian
disciples, by which we can reliably count on God showing up. Other holy experiences – such
as fasting or engaging in Christian conversation – can also communicate God’s grace to us.
Like turning on the faucet and being assured that water will come out, we can participate in
these Christian practices and be assured of God’s grace. The pipes are the religion. The water
is God’s grace, granting us nourishing refreshment.
What else? When our spiritual life feels dry, what else can we do to find renewed spiritual
nourishment? Let me offer eight ideas below. Choose 2 or 3, and make an earnest attempt
follow through consistently for the month of August. When you do, let me know the impact
on your life.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Meet with trusted friends who are sure to make you laugh and bring out the best in you.
Invite a wise Christian to meet you for coffee or lunch, and listen well.
Write a list: 7 reasons why you have joy, and openly tell people about your list.
Write another list: 7 people you want to thank, and send them a note of appreciation.
Write a Bible passage on a small card; place where you will see it; & read it aloud over
and over.
6. Subtract one item from your seemingly important list of duties or chores.
7. Start your day and end your day with slow, simple prayers.
8. Listen to Christian music, whether it’s an old choral anthem or a brand-new song.

There you have it: eight ideas for you. Why eight? Because in the ancient
Hebrew spiritual tradition, after the biblical seven days of Creation, creation
continued on the eighth day.
God created you with love – to be loved, to love God, and to love other people.
And that work of creation is not complete. God is still working on you! Thankfully
we can put time and energy into reconnecting with who we truly are, so that we
can become who God calls us to be.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Mark
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Cross & Crown Banner

Image reproduced with permission.

Methodists talk about God's grace in terms of prevenient grace (grace at work in our lives before we are saved), justifying
grace (grace that reconciles us to God, and sanctifying grace (grace of God making us more perfect in love as we grow in
faith). Grace is the gift extended to us by God, regardless of our worthiness - it cannot be earned. God extends grace, and
we have the opportunity to respond.

CHURCH HISTORY

"Looking back, moving forward"
Women have long played a critical role in Methodism even when many leadership roles were denied them
because of gender. Early circuit riding preachers were all men. However, it was Methodist women who
hosted class and society meetings in their homes. They provided Christian education for their children and
oversaw outreach missions. John Wesley recognized their ability to proclaim the Gospel, but he could not
bring himself to call them preachers. He labeled them “exhorters” and allowed women to speak in early
Methodist gatherings.
At Salisbury’s Methodist Church women assumed the important task of helping ministries. In 1886, our
church Stewards established a Poor Fund to help the needy. Oversight for this ministry went to church
women. By 1894, women had established the Foreign Missionary Society. In their first year, 29 women
raised $51.50 for missions.
Organizational structures went through numerous changes, but the mission to help others remained the
same. In 1900, the Women’s Missionary Society was already well established with strong support from the
pastors’ wives. By 1912, our Foreign Missionary Society had 102 members and raised $247. In 1917, Grace
McCubbins, a member of the Society, left for mission-work in Korea.
The 1930s Great Depression created community-wide financial hardships. Pastor W. A. Newell called the
church’s young women together and formed the Social Service Club to help those in need.
Three separate Methodist denominations merged in 1939 to form The Methodist Church. The following
year, various mission groups from the previous Methodist Episcopal Church North and South along with
the Methodist Protestant Church united to form The Women’s Society of Christian Service or WSCS. Most
of the women in the WSCS were homemakers and met during the day. To reach younger working women,
The Wesley Service Guild was formed with meetings in the evenings or on weekends.
During the Second World War, church women led blood donation drives, rolled bandages, and sent
cookies and fruit cakes to active service men and women. With the war’s end their program emphasis
focused on establishing a lasting peace.
In the 1950s our WSCS had 367 members. They financially supported Pfeiffer College and our church
missionary to Liberia, Mildred Black.
In 1956 Methodists started ordaining women. In 1980, Marjorie Matthews was elected Methodism’s first
female bishop. Four years later, Leontine T. Kelly became the first African American female bishop. Even so,
prejudices against women church leadership still persists among some Methodists.
The Methodist Church went through another merger in 1968 when The Methodist Church and the
Evangelical United Brethren Church became The United Methodist Church. In 1973, the WSCS and the
Wesley Service Guild united to become the United Methodist Women.
Today, women compose the majority of our church staff. They manage our church business and financial
matters as well as direct our ministry to children and youth. We have been ably served in the past by
female ordained deacons and elders appointed to our congregation. God has richly blessed our church by
calling so many capable women into Christian service.
Fred Jordan, Church Historian

Marjorie Matthews
1916 - 1986
Elected to the Episcopacy
by the North Central
Jurisdiction, 1980

6

Leontine Turpeau
Current Kelly
1920 - 2012
Elected to the Episcopacy
by the Western
Jurisdiction, 1984

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR

How do home improvement &
discipleship connect?
During Jesus' ministry, we see one
example after another of Jesus meeting
physical needs alongside (or even before)
FAITH IN ACTION
meeting the spiritual needs of the person
he encountered.

COMING JULY 31 ...
Love Thy Neighbor

meeting needs, building relationships

By repairing some stairs, we're caring for
the whole person - making their home a
little safer, maybe restoring a sense of
dignity, and establishing a relationship.
It's all about loving God, and loving our
neighbors as ourselves.
Look for pictures from 'Love Thy
Neighbor' to come!

August 10
6:00-7:30pm
Fellowship Hall
Plan to join us for an ice cream social
(homemade ice cream) Wednesday,
August 10 6-7:30 in the fellowship hall!
We will also have a jewelry fundraiser with
Pam Cordts’ large collection of jewelry to
support the music ministry.
We hope you will join us for a fun evening!

Pieces from $1-$200

7

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF CAMP DISCOVERY!
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE, A SUMMARY
This year’s Annual Conference session started with the clergy
session on Thursday, June 16, continued for all laity & clergy
on Friday, June 17, and then ended on Sunday, June 19. The
opening worship service featured guest preacher The
Rev. Dr. Edgardo Colón-Emeric, Dean of Duke Divinity School.
The administrative sessions dealt with procedural matters,
confirming leadership roles, Bishop Ken Carter asking
Wesley’s historic questions of the ordinands, and a session
on the future of the denomination. In the late afternoon, a
worship service celebrated the ministries of 60 retiring clergy,
including Mary Allen Conforti’s mother, The Rev. Dr. Mary John Dye. Saturday’s session involved the
annual meeting of the United Methodist Foundation (where our congregation’s endowed funds are
held), plus reports related to missional outreach, finances, awards for evangelistic outreach, plus
officially recognizing the local congregations that closed or chose to disaffiliate. The Rev. Dawn Hand
preached the memorial service remembering the clergy & clergy spouses who died this past year.
During the evening worship service, 57 people were licensed, commissioned, or ordained for ministry.
Sunday’s closing worship service was highlighted by Bishop Ken Carter preaching a stirring sermon,
including reflections on his church experience as a child, how it impacted him, and how he has
continued to grow in grace. Also during this service, the clergy appointments were “fixed” (i.e. made
official for the upcoming year). Altogether, Annual Conference at Lake Junaluska was a blessed time of
worship, administrative matters, fellowship, and enjoying the beauty of God’s creation.

Our World, Our Parish

A look into what's going on within the
connection of the United Methodist church
Education is a core value of United Methodism,
dating back to John Wesley and his conviction that
education was the key to a richer life
The UMC is connected with schools around the globe
Africa University, established by the UMC in 1992, is
celebrating it's 30th year of expanding educational
accessibility with the graduation of the class of 2022!

Africa University Celebrates its 28th
Commencement
UM News, Africa University
Communications Team

On June 11, Africa University held their 28th graduation ceremony,
recognizing the achievements of 712 graduates from 18 African countries.
"The event, held at the main campus in Mutare, focused on the theme, 'Celebrating 30 Years of
Excellence and Leadership Transformation in Africa.' The class represented the following nations:
Angola, Botswana, Burundi, Congo, Côte d'Ivoire, Eswatini, Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Malawi,
Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, South Africa, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe."
"'It is the quest to restore dignity to African peoples,' Murwira said, 'that gives Africa University such
importance and value. Correct educational designs are critical in this effort. To inspire leadership
transformation on the continent and the direction it will take lies in understanding its history: from
freedom to domination through colonialism, to the struggle for liberation, and now the journey toward
economic freedom of the continent.'" - Dr. Amon Murwira (Professor)
Read the full article from UM News by visiting
www.umnews.org/en/news/africa-university-celebrates-its-28th-commencement
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SIMPLY SUMMER: COMPASSION CAMP
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MORE PICTURES FROM SUMMER PROGRAMS
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

Sunday Mornings

Monthly

0-4 yrs

Nursery

Rooms B-106 & B-108

k-5th
Sunday School

Sundays 10:00-10:45am

Pre-K

YOUTH MINISTRY
Newsletter

Summer Youth Ministry
This summer our youth have served dinner together at Rowan
Helping Ministries, come to Summer Bible Study, served as
mentors at Camp Discovery, helped plan and run field day at
camp, volunteered with Simply Summer, and sang with the
Summer Choir. We're looking forward to kicking off fall youth
ministry with a pool party on August 21, and resuming youth
group gatherings on Sundays after Labor Day.
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k-3rd

4th-5th

BACK TO SCHOOL
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CHURCH WOMEN UNITED

CWU Human Rights Day
August 19, 2022
6:30pm
at Milford Hills UMC
"A Call to Act"
Guest Speaker Dr. Mercedes Quesada-Embid, Professor
for more information, contact Brenda Loflin, loflinb@bellsouth.net
(Milford Hills UMC - 1630 Statesville Blvd. Salisbury, NC)

WOMEN'S BEACH RETREAT
Beach Retreat Info Meeting
Sunday, August 7
9:30am, Parlor
Come to a brief meeting to talk about plans and choose dates for a women's beach retreat.
Possible weekends in either October or March. Contact Brenda Loflin, loflinb@bellsouth.net

SCOUTS

Scout Summer Camp & Austin Earns Eagle
In June the Troop spent a week at Camp John J Barnhardt. The
scouts worked on merit badges, climbed the tower, drove ATVs,
shot bows, rifles and shotguns plus competed in many troop
challenge events as a unit. We are spending the summer on our
break planning our calendar for the upcoming year.
Congratulations to Austin Hedrick upon receiving his Eagle
Scout Award on June 28. Austin has two 50 Miler Awards,
Philmont Arrowhead, served as Senior Patrol Leader for two
years (plus a pandemic) and served as Camp Barnhardt staff. He
had an exceptional scouting career.
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FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

August Update
In recent weeks we have reported to the congregation several concerning
points: a budget deficit year-to-date, lower Giving Units vs. our Pre-Covid
status and the lowest giving rates since 2017. The financial situation has
deteriorated slightly through May to a negative $78,000 against our
Budget for 2022.
I can report that approximately 25 members provided around $15,000 for
First Methodist Day. I would also say to you it is not too late to make a
special gift over your indicated Pledge if that slipped by you. The First
Methodist Day campaign will be included in the June numbers, not yet
available as of this publication date.
Optimistically, our research shows traditionally an uptick in giving during
the next few of months and hopefully we will see relief from these stated
concerns. In the time that I have been a Member I have always seen our
Congregation rise to meet the challenge (we have had them in the past) so
I cheer us on! If you have questions, you are certainly invited to connect
with Becca Blackmon, myself, or any of our Finance Committee Members.

$15K Raised
Thank you for making
First Methodist Day a
wonderful success!
Your generosity raised
$15,710 that will go
toward upkeep of the
building and grounds
of the church.

Personal best wishes for a Happy Summer Season,
Phillip M. Floyd, Finance Chair
phillipfloyd1776@gmail.com

OPEN ARMS RECONCILING COMMUNITY

You Are Loved
The reconciling ministry within FUMC hosted a booth at Salisbury Pride for
the first time this year. We gave away 200 'You are Loved' stickers, and
hundreds of popsicles at the event. There were many other churches from
our community represented as well. We also brought our prayer board
with us and gave people an opportunity to lift up their prayer requests.
Many of the responses were personal, genuine, and moving. From "love &
happiness for all" to prayers for "LGBTQ+ kids in non-affirming churches,"
to prayers for family members, safety, healing, better opportunities for
immigrants, and better access to reproductive healthcare. Many people
throughout the say added to our prayer wall, and by doing so, trusted us
with the concerns weighing on their hearts.
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WELCOMING GUEST MUSICIANS

Jazz
Sunday, September 11
2:00 pm
FREE CONCERT
217 S. Church Street
Salisbury, NC

Geoff Clapp Trio
September 11
8:30 & 11:00am worship
2:00pm concert
We're excited to welcome Geoff
Clapp and his trio to FUMC this fall
to play during worship. We will also
be hosting a FREE concert with the
trio, in our sanctuary at 2:00pm
that afternoon.
"Geoff Clapp has been performing,
touring and recording as a
drummer since the age of 12. He
grew up playing in the church and
still loves to play and grow as an
artist. With a very unique and wide
palette of musical styles, Geoff is
equally comfortable laying down a
groove with a Sunday morning
worship team as he is on stage with
his jazz contemporaries."
- All About Jazz

COMMUNITY MEAL

Wednesday, September 7
6:00pm
All are welcome!
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
1
2
3
4
5
6

14
Catherine Warren
Joy Braun-Bernardt
Mary Allen Conforti
Mike Hensley
Shakira Basinger
Sue Lewis
Raleigh Shaffer
Sarah Busby
Traci Williams

7

Mary Heather Steinman

8

Gwen Webb

9

Bobby Jones

10
11
12

13

15
16

Gloria Matthews

18
19

24
25
26

John Hoppe

17

27
Julie Gainer
Martha Smith
Ian Walser
David Buchanan
Luke Lundy

28
29

20 Sue Bivens
Thomas Langford
Ethan McGee

21
22

Steven Huffman
Brink Brinkley
Sara Hill
Virginia Krotchko
Betty Mickle
Jackson Price
Nancy Schoch

Hailey Huffman
Ronnie Rinehart

23

Betsy Rich
Betsy Fazia
Josh Gainer
Dixie Scott

Richard Paschall

Grace Marlett
Wayne Saleeby
Karen Floyd
Bettie Jordan
Glenn Langford
John Holshouser
Heather Carmichael
Larry Fain
Genevieve Martin
Austin Massaquoi
Debbie Vaughn

30 Dave McCoy
Tracy Walser

31

Emily Busby
George Hill
Jennifer Seifert
Lucas Webb

Tyler Conforti
Katie Durham
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT ON JOSHUA STARNES
PRESENTED BY STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
What is your role on staff? Director of Music Ministry
How long have you served at FUMC? Two years, I joined the staff in
August 2020
Tell us about your family: I am a native of Monroe, NC, where my
parents (Jeff and Betsy) still live with their beloved cats (Bella, Tiger,
Jack, and Baby), all enjoying the life of retirement. My younger sister,
Jessi, lives in Newport News, Virginia.
Tell us about your call to ministry: I am grateful to have been raised in
a Christian home. I came to faith while attending a week-long boys’
camp session at Camp CaRAway in Asheboro, NC, at the age of 10.
I returned to Camp CaRAway in the summers of 2006 and 2008, as a
camp counselor. While serving on staff and mentoring campers, I sensed God’s calling on my life to
use my gifts to serve Him in ministry. In response to this call, I went on to further my education and
earned degrees in worship and music studies from Liberty University (Lynchburg, VA) and church
music from Shenandoah Conservatory (Winchester, VA). I also completed additional seminary studies
in divinity and Christian worship.
Where were you before you came to FUMC? Prior to coming to FUMC, I was serving a Lutheran
congregation in Roanoke, Virginia for 5 years, and have served other congregations in North Carolina,
South Carolina, Virginia, and Kansas.
Tell us a little more about what you do: I have the unique opportunity to use music as a vehicle to
fuse the ancient traditions and Gospel message of repentance and salvation with modern tools and
techniques for engagement within our culture today. My passion for ministry is to whatever means
necessary to share the Gospel, while also seeking to bridge the generational gap that creates division
and segregation across the Church. Corporate worship gatherings provide each believer with a unique
opportunity to encourage fellow brothers and sisters in faith. Every aspect of worship must stem from
the sole purpose of glorifying God and edifying the Church. Our methodology must first be informed
by our philosophy, which is in turn solely determined by our theology – “Lex Orandi, Lex Credendi, Lex
Vivendi!” Soli Deo Gloria! (Glory to God alone!)

COMING UP...
Youth Group

SEPTEMBER
Gatherings on Sunday
evenings resume after
Labor Day

Music Rehearsals

SEPTEMBER
Weekly handbell & chancel
choir rehearsals resume on
Wednesdays after Labor Day.

OCTOBER 13-16
Part educational, and part
service oriented. This trip is
for youth & adults.

Do you have an article
for the Ecclesia?

Access the Church
Calendar Any Time

Articles can be submitted by the first
Friday of the month prior to when you
would like it printed.

Access the church calendar
any time! Just go to
fumcsalisbury.org and look
under the Connect tab. There
you can also find a digital
version of the Ecclesia.

Send them to Jenni@fumcsalisbury.org
with "(Month to be printed) Ecclesia" in
the subject line.
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Learn & Serve Trip

FUMC FAMILY & EXTENDED FAMILY TRANSITIONS
In Remembrance

Please keep these families in your prayers

Luanne Hollar Lambert

May 12, 1953 - June 17, 2022

Sister of Ken Hollar

AubreyLeePrice,Jr.

June 8, 1944 - July 9, 2022

Father of Stan Price

In Celebration

We rejoice with these families in these moments of new beginnings

Luke dwyer Walker

Born July 16, 2022

Son of Meredith & Jason Walker

THANK YOU!
Our Dearest Church Family,
George and I have not been to church
services, in person, since this past April
(George had knee replacement surgery in
May). We are so grateful that we have been
remembered and supported by your visits,
phone calls, cards, flowers, and especially
your prayers. Hopefully we will be back with
our church family, worshipping our Lord
Jesus, in His house, real soon,
- Sara Hill

To My Church Family,
How delightful to have Gloria Matthews' visit
recently. She brought a care package from the
church family (packed by Tyler). Everything was
lovely & very useful. Thank you for your prayers,
love, and sharing. God bless each of you.
Love,
Libby Hollowell

Dear Pastor Mark,
We want to express our sincere appreciation to
you and your staff for hosting the Summer Strings
Camp on your campus. Everyone was so helpful
and friendly, especially Mike, Becca, Jen and
Joshua. I hope you will convey our thanks, and we
look forward to continuing our work with you.
Beth Cook,
Salisbury Symphony Education Director

DIRECTORY UPDATES
Access the online directory anytime by going to fumcsalisbury.ctrn.co, following
the link on our website (under 'Connect'), or downloading the CTRN app on your
smartphone or tablet. Enter the access code fumcsalisbury and your unique
username and password.
You can update your information at any time, if you would like assistance in
updating your information please contact the church office.
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