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in this issue
On the cover: Our Class of 2020
Continued on page 8
Our June cover includes photos of our 2020 High School graduates!
This incredible group of young people has worked so hard to make it
to graduation, and we are so proud of their accomplishments.
In years past we have celebrated graduates at the end of the school
year in worship by designating a Graduation Sunday. Since we are
not yet able to this year, we took the opportunity to celebrate the
seniors in other ways this year. Their senior biographies are featured
this month.
Page 15: Care Package Project
In May we made a special effort to connect with and celebrate our home bound members and
senior adults. Turn to page 15 to learn more about the care packages that were created and
delivered.
Page 16: What we've Started
Now more than two months into social distancing, it is easy to feel disconnected from the
people, places, and things that we love. Maybe you have been feeling a bit isolated, or just
wondering, "What is happening at church right now?" We have created a visual aid
communicating the things that have been put on pause, and the new things that have started
since March. It was created with the hope that it would help you feel a little more connected and
informed today!
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remarks
This summer we are embarking on an adventure. By now we are likely tired of how so many parts of
our lives are different from what had been so familiar. Now that’s the case for summer: vacations,
family gatherings, and even visits to the swimming pool are all different. How do we make sense of the
nature of our lives in light of the COVID-19 precautions?
This adventure is like an archaeological dig. We are excavating, hoping to uncover as much as
possible. One bone at a time, we’re making progress. I believe, however, that it’s too early to put
together the skeleton. Let’s keep digging.
As we dig, two realities become clear. First, what’s been true before is becoming even more evident.
The helpful people are more helpful. The cowards are hiding. The worriers are overwhelmed. The
courageous people are eager to tackle the problems. In other words, the crisis of the moment is not
changing us as much as it’s revealing us. Second, trends already in place are being accelerated. I
heard Greg Jones, Dean of Duke Divinity School, speak to this during an insightful address. One
example includes technology, such as people being more inclined to shop online, get their news online,
and communicate online. Another example, as Gil Rendle points out in Quietly Courageous, is society
becoming less convergent and more divergent; meaning, people are less inclined to gather in large
institutions and more interested in finding community in smaller groups.
Have you seen these two realities, too?
Keep looking. Keep digging. As you do, I suggest that American Christians must grapple with four
essential questions. Each question pulls on a thread from our heritage:
The Old Testament Question: Why is this horrible thing happening? In ancient Egypt,
the enslaved Hebrew people asked why their God left them to toil away under the hot sun
for Pharaoh. When the Babylonians overtook them, the Israelites asked why their beloved
Jerusalem was desecrated and they could not worship like they once knew.
The Protestant Reformation Question: Why do we do things this way, and what does it
mean? Martin Luther, John Calvin, and even John Wesley asked probing questions about
the Bible, the nature of the Church, the Sacraments, and how it all fits together.
The American Revolution Question: What’s the role of the federal government, state
government, and local government, and how do they all relate? Our country’s founders
figured out a way for the colonies to form states with their own governments, yet still being
united under a federal government. Balancing the powers & ruling authority demonstrates
our country’s great strength.
The New Testament Question: Where can I find new life? The answer is clear: in Jesus
Christ, crucified and risen. It was true back then, and it is true today.
These four questions are essential to our identity. Keep digging, and
together we will piece together the emerging reality of the “ecclesia,”
the people called from the world to be the Church.
Grace and peace,

Pastor Mark
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a devotional for the times from pastor stacey
FIRST WEEK OF JUNE
JOURNAL PROMPT
THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST CHANGED THE WORLD
In a journal you are invited to reflect on how your journey in Christ has changed your world.
How are you different today than when you were one, five, or twenty years ago?
Where is your journey going? Where do you want it to go?

Write a prayer for your journey here, or in your journal. Write it directly to God. Or, write a letter to your
former self or your future self about a prayer you hold.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
BIRD WATCHING
READ Matthew 6:26
Color the sparrow. As you do, do not
dwell on making it picture-perfect.
Rather, let every stroke of color
remind you of the care God has for you,
and desire for you to flourish.

For more, look up a recording of
His Eye is on the Sparrowor sing it yourself!

SECOND WEEK OF JUNE
READ 1 Kings 17:1-6
The prophet Elijah has been given the unpleasant task of announcing a
drought that will be affecting the entire land- plants, creatures, and humans.
He self-isolates for his safety. God sends ravens to bring him provision.
[Side note- a wadi is a water source that is sometimes dry and sometimes full of water. God provides a
steady source of water for Elijah despite unpredictability.]
What are “ravens” bringing you for provision and nourishment this month? If this is hard to see, pray for
God’s insight. Reach out to the church if there are missing elements for you.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
For more in Elijah's story, keep reading in 1 Kings...
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devotional continued
THIRD WEEK OF JUNE
READ Isaiah 40: 30-31
What comes to mind when you read this passage? It is part of an extended word of comfort from God for
us. Even though we are tired, we are weary, we are afraid, we are grieving, this condition will not last
forever. Close your eyes for a moment and imagine what it might feel like to be buoyed up on warm air
currents like a soaring bird. God’s grace is available to us- to restore us.
You’re invited to sing out where you are (yes, out loud!):
And God will raise you up on Eagle’s wings
Bear you on the breath of dawn
Make you to shine like the sun
And hold you in the palm of God’s hand

On Eagle's Wings
by Michael Crawford

For more scripture, check out Psalm 91- and imagine God’s ‘pinion’ feathers covering you in warmth,
protection, and love.

FOURTH WEEK OF JUNE
READ Job 12:7-8
Job is going through a tough time- as is all of creation. Even though he is languishing, he is able to point to
God’s work in creation as a reminder of “with God there is wisdom and strength (Job 12:13).” All of creation
is fragile, subject to brokenness and death- but has incredible beauty. Have you watched any birds outside
your window? Take 15 minutes today and watch the birds. What do they have to teach us about God?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
For more… look up some images of clearer sky pictures and reduced
smog in cities while the world is recovering from COVID-19. How
might these images inspire our hope and prayers for abundant life to
come, even as we pray for those who are suffering?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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church history
"Looking back, moving forward"
Many early American settlers arrived in the colonies as
indentured servants. In exchange for the trans-Atlantic fare,
they contracted to work without pay for a specific number of
years. They essentially enslaved themselves in exchange for
a new life in a new world.
The first African Americans arrived in Jamestown, Virginia, in
Richard Allen (L) and Harry Hosier (R), Methodist
1619 onboard a Dutch trading vessel. Technically they too
ministers. Allen founded the A.M.E. Church.
were indentured servants, bound to a master for a defined
period of time. However, because of their unfamiliar race, language, and religion, settlers treated these
twenty servants differently. They legally redefined an African’s period of service as permanent and
hereditary establishing the American institution of human slavery.
By 1755 when Methodism arrived in the American Colonies, Virginia had 1800 free African Americans.
Eighty percent were mixed race. Both slave and free blacks found a home in Methodism. The 1784
organizing conference for the Methodist Episcopal Church forbade church members to own slaves. Two
black Methodist preachers, Richard Allen and Harry Hosier, attended that conference. Sadly, a later
conference lifted the slave owning prohibition.
At the 1789 Methodist conference, 36 of the 51 churches reported having “colored” members. Some black
Methodist churches had pastors of their own race. Black preachers were required to serve under the
supervision of a white pastor. Only white Methodist clergy could baptize and serve communion. Two black
Methodist churches grew tired of their second class status and in the early 19th century formed the African
Methodist Episcopal Church in Philadelphia and the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in New York.
In antebellum Rowan County the rolling landscape did not lend itself to large plantations. The size of the
slave population was small. In 1843 Salisbury’s Methodist Episcopal Church roll included 37 white and 49
colored members. By 1860 that number had grown to 125 whites and 143 colored. Tragically, names on the
membership roll occasionally included the notation “Sold” or ‘Sold Away.”
After the Civil War, Salisbury’s Methodist church records stop mentioning non-white members. One
exception was a young black man named Henry Reeves who in 1847 became the church sexton. He
served faithfully in this position for sixty years until his death in 1905.
The war did not end African American Methodism in Salisbury. One year before emancipation, a half dozen
freed blacks gathered at a boot shop in the Henderson Pines section of Salisbury to establish a black
Methodist congregation: today’s Soldiers Memorial African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. The church
had numerous names but settled on “Soldiers Memorial” in honor of the Union soldiers who died fighting to
free slaves. In 1865, that church became a member of the Central NC Conference of the A.M.E. Zion
Connection. Salisbury’s black population increased rapidly after the war due in part to the local plug
tobacco industry. White employees avoided the dirty tobacco work thus creating job opportunities for
blacks. As Salisbury’s African American population grew so did the A.M.E. Zion Church.
Methodism began at Oxford University where John Wesley taught. American Methodists promoted
education and built schools and colleges across the frontier. The A.M.E. Zion church continued this
tradition with the founding of Livingston College and later Hood Theological Seminary. Two hundred years
have passed since the A.M.E. and A.M.E. Zion churches split with the Methodist Episcopal Church. The
three denominations have not healed that division, but each year Hood Theological Seminary consistently
prepares more ordained elders, white and black, for service in the Western North Carolina Annual
Conference of The United Methodist Church than any other theological seminary.
Fred Jordan, Church Historian
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worshipful moments
The Making of Worshipful Moments
Have you been wondering how worshipful
moments is being created?
With new challenges come new opportunities.
Pastors Mark and Stacey have been utilizing new
technology to connect the church during the
pandemic.
With a small grant from the conference to help
with the cost of new eqiupment, we were able to
purchase new lighting and lapel microphones for
recording!
Pastor Stacey has then taken the recordings,
edited, added scripture and prayer texts; then
finally uploaded the video to YouTube where we
can all be encouraged by their message.

graduation in the time of covid-19
In recent years we have designated a week at the end of the school year to celebrate Graduation Sunday, and
created a booklet to accompany the bulletin for worship. This year we have included biographies and photos
of our high school seniors on the pages following. (Pictures are also included of the 'grad parade' and of this
year's class participating in church events through the years).
We celebrate all of their hard work and accomplishments!
Congratulations to the Class of 2020!

Congratulations

WE ALSO CELEBRATE WITH THE FOLLOWING
GRADUATES IN THE CLASS OF 2020

SIERRA BRAUN

BAILEY WALKER

KELSIE CRIDER

MURPHY KENNERLY

BRENDAN HAWLEY
College Graduates
We are currently collecting the information from our college graduates so that we
can recognize them by name in the July Ecclesia!
If you have graduated with an Associates, Bachelors, Masters, or Doctoral degree
in the last year please contact Jen (jenni@fumcsalisbury.org) to tell us about it!
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high school graduates
william david bivens
Parents: Tim & Sue Bivens.
Graduating from: Jesse Carson High School
Future Plans: Attending the University of North Carolina
at Charlotte to study illustration
Activities, Clubs, and Honors: Will has been active in
FUMC's Scout Troop 442 while in high school. He was
recognized on Scout Sunday in February 2020 for
earning his Eagle Scout award.
While at Carson, Will has been a member of the JCHS
Marching Band, National Honor Society, JCHS Fine Arts
Academy, and was on the ACT Wall of Fame.
What the church means to me:
FUMC Salisbury means a lot to me overall. It’s had a huge impact on my life since my family switched from
FUMC China Grove when I was 2 years old. Learning about God and how to worship Him has helped me
become a better person. I think it’s been integral to my growing up and learning to treat people with love and
respect. I look at it very fondly, and I’m very grateful for everything it’s taught me.

The Graduate Parade - May 17
The pictures here, and in the blue boxes on following pages, are from the parade we led in May. Twentynine individuals and families, in twelve vehicles, were able to visit the homes of seven graduating seniors.
We held signs, honked, blew bubbles, and celebrated with our wonderful high school seniors! Each senior
also received a personalized gift basket with a framed copy of the benediction we say at youth gatherings,
and some of their favorite snacks.
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high school graduates
olivia elizabeth burke
Parents: Lori Burke & Alan Burke
Graduating from: Gray Stone Day School
Future Plans: Attending Appalachian State
University to study either Ecology or Genetics
Activities, Clubs, and Honors: While in high
school, OIivia was an acolyte for the 11:00 service.
She enjoyed being part of the children's choir when
she was in elementary school as well. She
frequently volunteers in the Rowan Helping Ministry
food pantry.
What the church means to me:
Growing up in First United Methodist Church has
been one of the most influential parts of my
childhood and adolescence. I truly believe that my
experience being raised while attending this church, surrounded by a strong sense of community, support, and
love, has greatly impacted the person that I have become today, and will be for the rest of my life.
I was baptized into this church shortly after I was born in 2002. When I was young, going to church on Wednesday
nights and Sunday mornings were some of my favorite parts of the week. Being able to go to choir, then eat with
my family and friends was something that I always looked forward to and cherished. I come from a small family,
with only one sibling that moved to college when I was very young, so I believe having the church be a second
family to me growing up was very important to my growth as an individual.
I remember how the adults I would see in the church would always greet me whenever they saw me, and would ask
me how my life and school were going. Though it always made me shy at the time, I am very grateful for the
warmth and compassion that the members of the congregation showed me. Even today, church members I have
known for a while always say hello when I run into them in public. They compliment me and say,”Oh, look how big
you’ve gotten!” The comfort that I felt with this congregation was stronger than any other community that I was a
part of as a child, all due to the love and genuine care I was surrounded by.
I am proud of my church, and as a kid, I invited my friends from other areas to come with me to Wednesday night
dinner and Vacation Bible School, hoping that they would have as much fun as I did. Living my life thus far in the
Methodist church here in Salisbury has been one of the best experiences of my life, allowing me to flourish socially
and spiritually, and I would not trade what I have received here for anything else.

Our graduates through the years
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high school graduates
taylor alyssa conrad
Parents: Phillip & Melissa Conrad
Graduating from: Jesse Carson High School
Future Plans: Attending the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill to pursue a career in law.
Activities, Clubs, and Honors: Taylor has been
involved with the church as an acolyte, Carolina Cross
Connection, Spiritus, Summit, VBS Volunteer, Youth
Group, Rise Against Hunger, Rowan Helping Ministries
volunteer and Nursery volunteer. She also traveled on
the mission trip to Cuba in 2018. She has volunteered
for many church events and cared for babies in the
church's infant nursery.
This year Taylor has served as Student Body President
at JCHS. While in high school Taylor has also been a
Junior Marshall, member of National Honors Society, a Scholar Athlete, received the Harvard Book Award, and
attended Tar Heel Girls State. She has participated in YoungLife, Key Club, Interact Club, HERoes Club, Youth
Christian International, Fellowship of Christian Athletes as a student leader, and served as a Special Olympics
volunteer.
She was on the Varsity Cross Country, Varsity Basketball, Varsity Soccer, and Varsity Track teams. Taylor
competed in (4 time) All Conference Cross Country, (4 time) All County Cross Country, 2018 All County Track; and
was a Cross Country Regional and State Qualifier. In basketball she competed in the 2018 Sam Moir Christmas
Tournament All Tournament Team. She received the Sam Moir Christmas Tournament “Ronz” Award for
sportsmanship, character, and honors.
What the church means to me:
First United Methodist Church is a place that I have called ‘home’ since I was just a year old. I have fond
memories of starting preschool at FUMC. I grew up going to Sunday school, Breakfast with Santa, and Egg Hunts.
I participated in choir for many years. As a middle schooler, I joined Youth Group. With Youth Group I was able to
go on mission trips to Washington, DC, to Western North Carolina with Carolina Cross Connection, and to Cuba in
2018. These trips dedicated to serving others have been monumental in my faith journey.
I can’t thank my mentors, peers, and family at FUMC enough for the support over this section of my life. I have
made friends that I will never forget, and I can’t wait to come back to the church in years to come after I go to
college. I know that the Lord has a special plan for the class of 2020, and I can’t wait to see how my relationship
with Him matures and grows in the next stage of my life, in college.

Graduate Parade
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high school graduates
grace michellee douglas
Parents: Howard & Wendy Douglas
Graduating from: Jesse Carson High School
Future Plans: Attending Appalachian State University as a
Pre-Nursing major
Activities, Clubs, and Honors: Grace has been an acolyte
at FUMC for the 8:30 service. She was an active part of the
youth group for several years, and went with the church on
the mission trip to Cuba in 2018.
At Carson High School she has served on Student Council
and been a member of National Honor Society. She has
been on her school's volleyball team and competed on the
Carolina Union club volleyball team.

What the church means to me:
Finding First United Methodist Church has been a blessing to my family and I and came at the perfect time. Taylor
and Lindsey Conrad invited me to come with them to their church's youth gatherings in middle school. I was
hesitant at first, but once I was there I felt like I fit right in. I began regularly attending youth meetings and grew to
love being there. That is when I asked my parents if we could start attending their morning church services.
My family and I were welcomed into this loving church family and felt right at home. From day one we have always
felt that we are wanted and loved to be there. I am thankful that my family and I became members of First United.
This church has provided a warm, loving place to worship God and somewhere I can always call home no matter
where life takes me.

patrick michael howard
Parents: Tim & Kim Howard
Graduating from: East Rowan High School
Future Plans: Attending the University of North Carolina at
Greensboro to major in Music Education
Activities, Clubs, and Honors: Patrick has attended and
served at FUMC as an acolyte. He has also been an active
member of Scouts BSA Troop 442. In February 2020 he
received his Eagle Scout award. In 2019 Patrick was a
Camp Discovery Mentor.
At school Patrick has served as president of the Tri-M Music
Honor Society, East Rowan Jazz Band, East Rowan Wind
Ensemble, All-County and All-District Bands, All-County
Jazz Band; and in his senior year was Co-Drum Major of
the East Rowan Mustang Regiment Marching Band.
What the church means to me:
I started attending FUMC as a member of Scouts BSA Troop 442. I became a member and was baptized at FUMC
after confirmation. For many years, I had the honor to be an acolyte with my fondest memories was being an
acolyte during the candlelight service on Christmas Eve.
Over the last two years, I have had the privilege of being part of the volunteer praise band at Providence United
Methodist. I have enjoyed being able to share my love of music in praise each Sunday.
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high school graduates
laura teague johnson
Parents: Lizz Johnson & Scott Johnson
Graduating from: East Rowan High School
Future Plans: Attending the University of North
Carolina at Asheville to double major in Mass
Communication and Business
Activities, Clubs, and Honors: Laura has been
involved in the youth group while at FUMC. She has
been an acolyte and lector, and served as a volunteer
for many events.
She has been part of the Diversity Club at ERHS and
taken dance classes for 12 years. Laura has taken
classes in: ballet, tap, jazz, pointe, hip hop, modern,
contemporary, liturgical, and lyrical styles of dance.
What the church means to me:
I came to First United Methodist Church when I was
twelve years old. I had just moved to Salisbury and
had to find a new everything; such as school, church, and friends. My family and I visited a multitude of churches
in the first few months after moving. None of them ever felt quite right. But, when we visited First United
Methodist Church for the first time, we were instantly welcomed. The church community welcomed us with open
arms into youth, Sunday school, church services, and much more.
Since becoming a member of First, I have had the opportunity to participate in community outreach such as
serving at Rowan Helping Ministries, experiencing the fellowship of youth activities, and frequently serving in
church services in the form of lector as well as acolyte. First United Methodist Church has been an extremely
welcoming church family to me, especially in my formative years as I have worked to strengthen myself as a
person and in my faith.

Our graduates through the years
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high school graduates
ethan shaun mastro
Parents: Alisha & Ben Mastro
Graduating from: East Rowan High School
Future Plans: Attending Rowan Cabbarus Community
College to pursue a welding career
Activities, Clubs, and Honors: While in high school
Ethan has served as an acolyte, been involved in youth
group, participated in volunteering at Rowan Helping
Ministries, and packing food for Rise Against Hunger.
He has been a starter on the ERHS Golf and Wrestling
teams all four years of high school. Ethan was awarded
'Most Improved' in wrestling in the 2017-2018 season,
and 'Most Improved' in golf during the 2018-2019 school
year.
What the church means to me:
My family joined First United Methodist Church when I was five years old, my parents were looking for a church
with an active children’s program. That is exactly what they found at First United Methodist. Everyone accepted our
family immediately; it was like we had been there for years.
As I grew older I got more involved in the many activities the church offered for children. From Easter egg hunts to
vacation bible school; the more I got involved the more I began to meet new people and feel connected.
Thanks to being so involved, I began to make new friends. These friends would be the same people I went on my
confirmation retreat with. The confirmation retreat I attended was when I really came to know God. It was then that I
made the commitment to myself to be a follower of Christ.
As I continued my journey I became a member of the youth program. I attended meetings almost every Sunday and
went on every trip I possibly could. Now at the end of all my youth group adventures with First United Methodist I
can say I have made some truly great friends and have been blessed to become involved with a church family that
is always there for me.

Graduate Parade
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high school graduates
nicholas michael peltz
Parents: Kevin & Laura Peltz
Graduating from: Salisbury High School
Future Plans: Attending the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill
Activities, Clubs, and Honors: Nicholas has served as an
acolyte at FUMC, played in the Salisbury YMCA's Church
League, gone on the Wilkesboro mission trip, and been
involved in Scouts BSA Troop 442. He received his Eagle
Scout award in February 2020, hiked Philmont in 2017, and
earned his National Youth Leaders Training certification.
In school Nicholas has been a member of the National
Honor Society, and Salisbury Youth council, participated in
Boys State, and competed as a team member on both the
football and baseball teams at Salisbury High School.
What the church means to me:
First United Methodists Church has been my home for all my life. I was baptized in the church when I was just a
couple of months old and I have been attending worship for all of my 18 years. I have countless memories at the
church: attending Sunday School, Vacation Bible School (with mom and her friends working for weeks beforehand
to get everything ready, as all of us children played to the side). All of the holidays were celebrated in church with
big festivals for Easter, Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.
My Boy Scout leaders taught me independence, and a love for the outdoors. I'm thankful for all their lessons. I was
confirmed in the church, and acolyted during worship services. I went to Sunday School and youth group. FUMC is
important to me because it is where I grew up; it feels like home. It’s where I learned my faith and love for God.
Thank you to all church members who were a part of the process either directly or by witness for my walk in Christ.

jackson harner price
Parents: Stan & Jody Price
Graduating from: Jesse Carson High School
Future Plans: Attending Catawba College
Activities, Clubs, and Honors: Jackson has attended
FUMC for his entire life. When he was old enough, he
became an acolyte, and continued to serve as an acolyte
for the 8:30 service through his senior year.
Jackson loves to run and has competed with Carson's
Cross County and Track teams all four years of high
school. Jackson has competed at the state level and in
many races independent of the school team including
placing in Amateur Athletic Union qualifiers.
What the church means to me:
First United Methodist Church of Salisbury has always been special to me. It has been a part of my life since I was
born. I was baptized there, confirmed there and spend almost every day there in the summers when I attended the
summer program during my elementary school years. Since my sixth-grade year, I have been an acolyte mainly
during the 8:30 service and a few times for the 11:00 service. I have appreciated all the support I have received
from First United Methodist and since I will still be close to home for college, I will be looking forward to being able
to continue to come to worship.
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being a disciple
Packing Care Packages
We received a wonderful response to the call
for care and comfort items for some of our older
church members. With the thoughtful items
donated volunteers were able to assemble and
deliver 33 baskets!

Rowan Helping Ministries
Volunteers from FUMC have continued to
support Rowan Helping Ministries financially
and by giving of their time. Packing food for
Food for Thought and the Family Food Bags
(supported by the USDA) - FUMC has
continued to care for the needs of the
community. Thank you to all the volunteers who
have packed food, served dinner at the shelter,
donated food, and sewn a mask for others!
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what the church is doing now
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june birthdays
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notes of thanks
daniel mantangira
We would like to thank Mr. Daniel Mantagira for his thoughtfulness and support during this time.The
church has been contracting with Mantangira Garbage Disposal Service for the last several years.
Daniel has been a wonderful partner to the church. Despite a drop in business from several of his
contracts during COVID, the church office received a very kind letter from Mr. Mantagira to let us
know that our bill was covered for the month. Thank you!

rowan salisbury schools
Please share our deep gratitude with your congregation for all of the prayers, meals, school
supplies and support for our children and staff! We truly appreciate the partnership. It's an honor to
serve our community with your support. - Lynn Moody, Rowan-Salisbury School System

meals on wheels
Dear Pastor Mark and Friends at First United Methodist Church,
Thank you so much for the donation to Meals on Wheels Rowan. Your contribution could not have
come at a better time – during the COVID-19 crisis. We are already serving 32 more folks than one
month ago. Our staff is delivering USDA Food boxes for Rowan Helping Ministries Thursday –
Friday – to those who qualify and cannot or should not leave their homes. Also – thanks to your
volunteer team. Beverly Gobble and Barry & Julie Gainer do a terrific job of organizing and
recruiting volunteers! Thanks for everything! - Cindy Fink

making creative connections

FUMC Staff in the Trinity Oaks Parade

Social Distance Movie Night
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fumc family and extended family transitions
In Remembrance
Please keep the family in your prayers

Jann Hope Deal Owen
Wife of Bobby Owen

September 7, 1950 - April 20, 2020

Marie Smith Lomax
Wife of Don Lomax (d. 2003)

January 30, 1924 - April 26, 2020

Bill Bassinger
Father of Kelly Bassinger

April 9, 1934 - April 26, 2020

Carolyn Mae Conrad
Mother of Phillip Conrad

October 13, 1935 - May 8, 2020

Kathryn Pittman Fain
Wife of Larry Fain

November 7, 1943 - May 21, 2020

"God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble." ~ Psalm 46:1

a note from becca, our business administrator
FUMC has been so blessed during this crazy time we are all experiencing!
Your commitment and generosity never cease to amaze me.
We finished the month of April with pledges being $38,000 over projected and non-pledged
being $6,000 over projected! This is a tribute to the membership of this church continuing to honor their
commitment to God and the mission of His church. Our expenses for the month of April were only $37,870
which is way below projected. This is in part to your staff doing anything and everything we can think of to cut
back on supplies and utilities. I am confident if the membership and staff continue to work together we will be
able to make it through this difficult time!
An additional thing that has happened to help the church financially is that we applied for the assistance
offered from our government for small business and religious organizations. The Payroll Protection Plan is a
forgivable loan that will allow us to keep everyone on our payroll. We applied for this through F&M Bank in
Salisbury. We were approved for the full amount. This program is designed to help cover the cost of all payroll
and benefits for Pastors, Staff, Nursery Workers and Kitchen Workers for 2 months. We also applied for this
on behalf of the After School Care Program, Child Development Program and the Preschool Program. This
means that all of our teachers will be paid as well.
The Finance Committee met via Zoom and everyone in attendance was pleased with where we are currently.
We will continue to meet regularly to assure that the church and its finances are sound.
Thank you all for your continued care and commitment to FUMC!

Directory updates
Please note the following changes in your directory:

Carol Hylton
cah3245@gmail.com

Jay & Mike Hughes
Jay's cell phone (704)267-1387
Mike's cell phone (704)267-1482
Mike's email - mhjwalt@gmail.com

Beth Stout
wakeolinagirl@gmail.com
Sid & Cindy Oakes
102 Crimson Way
Pittsboro, NC 27312

Anne Wilson
anneharder428@gmail.com
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