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On the cover: Youth at RHM
A small team of youth were among the volunteers we sent to
Rowan Helping Ministries. In this photo Hannah stops to smile
for the picture while Tyler continues packing food in the
background.
Page 7-8: Easter Order Forms
Easter Day flowers and butterflies can be ordered before
March 19. Please complete the form and return it to the church
along with your payment. Sign up to attend an outdoor Easter
service by visiting the church website.

Page 15-16: Pretzel Making
Pretzels have been a popular food to make during Lent for
centuries. People of all ages are invited to sign up for the
Zoom Cooking Class on March 9 to learn more about the
Lenten history of pretzels and bake along with Bailee and Jen!
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remarks
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is an inspiring expression of God’s love for
people in need. You and I, along with other United Methodists around the globe, have the chance to
help make sure this happens. “UMCOR Sunday” is coming up on March 14, 2021.
Nearly thirty years ago, Hurricane Andrew slammed into South Florida, including my family’s home. I
will never forget! Like most hurricanes, it started out as a tropical depression. We started tracking the
storm’s path, and it was projected straight toward Broward County. As the storm came closer, this
path held steady. Then, literally just before hitting the coast, Hurricane Andrew turned one degree
south, devastating a community south of Miami called Homestead. It was the strongest hurricane to
hit American soil, until Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Our house suffered many fallen trees, broken
windows, and some flooding. With the electricity out for two weeks, we suffered through the brutal
humidity of August. What a way for me to start my freshman year of high school! But it was nothing
compared to what the people in Homestead and other parts of Dade County endured: loss of life,
complete destruction of homes, and businesses wiped away. You can imagine this natural disaster
leaving a person wondering, “Will somebody come help us?”
The ensuing months involved an enormous amount of aid coming to provide relief. Truckloads of
water, health kits, tools, and building supplies came down I-95. This coordinated effort requires agility
and communication in following protocols. Put another way, when a natural disaster strikes, we
cannot just hop in our truck, drive there, show up and say, “where can I help?” As much as our
compassionate heart may compel us to go, this well-intentioned effort could actually get in the way.
Wisdom shows how important it is to have networks and structures in place before the natural
disaster strikes; that way, we can act promptly and effectively.
UMCOR does this very well! They provide the structure throughout the year, so that we, as faithful
United Methodist Christians, can respond when disasters strike. UMCOR works hand-in-hand with
the American Red Cross and other agencies, too. A few years ago, I attended a local event to
support this marvelous agency. The table decorations featured pictures of the American Red Cross
in action, including FUMC’s own Elizabeth Hanford Dole, then the President for the American Red
Cross, on the scene offering hope and support to the people devastated by Hurricane Andrew.
Seeing that picture welled up in me a deep sense of gratitude in many ways.
We do not know what hurricanes, tornadoes, or floods will besiege us in 2021. Though we can be
confident of this: they will. When this happens, you can be assured that every penny of your financial
contribution to UMCOR goes directly to the community in need! In the meantime, UMCOR stands
ready to accompany those communities over the long haul of their recovery until a “new
normal” is established after a crisis. “Early in and last out” is a guiding principle of UMCOR.
On UMCOR Sunday, March 14, please make a gift to provide the network and structure of this
important ministry. Our family will, and I hope you will, too.
Grace and peace,

Pastor Mark
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church history
"Looking back, moving forward"
As a little child, I met my first foreign missionary. Her name was Miss Mildred Black.
She was stationed in Africa, but she worked for First United Methodist Church in
Salisbury. When I met her, she was home on furlough visiting family, friends, and
the churches whose generous financial support made her ministry possible.
There were a lot of church children in those baby boomer days. I remember being
divided into small groups so we could personally meet our missionary. We gathered
in a private home. Like a carefully orchestrated Holy Communion service, as each
small group of children arrived, the previous children left.

Mildred Black

Our missionary wore the brightly colored robes typical of African women in Ganat, Liberia, where she had
served since 1939. On her back she wore a sling containing a baby doll to show us how women carried their
babies. We sat on the floor at her feet as she entertained us with stories of Africa.* All too quickly our time
expired, and we had to leave to make room for the next group of children.
I later learned that Mildred Black worked in Liberia for more than 36 years: as an elementary school principal;
an editor of a weekly newspaper; an English teacher in nursing school; an adult literacy teacher at an iron
mine for two days each week; a supervisor of literacy work with wives at a pastor’s training school in
Gbarnaga; and in charge of an afternoon church school at a lerprosarium. In addition she analyzed “mano”
the tribal language spoken in her area. She was also placed in charge of a missionary language study; she
worked on a Bible translation and The United Methodist Ritual translation; taught adults and elementary
students to read the tribal language, and worked on the production of materials for new readers (See undated
Salisbury Post clipping in the church archives).
Part of our church apportionment still funds Methodist missionaries all over the world. Unfortunately due to
limited resources, The General Board of Global Ministries can only provide 30% of a missionary’s salary
support. Missionaries, like Mildred Black, must raise the rest of their financial support from churches like ours.
Mildred Black was an educator and not a preacher. Still her missionary work did much to improve the lives of
those living in Liberia. I saw the results when I served as the senior pastor of Charlotte’s Hickory Grove
United Methodist Church. One day an African woman from Liberia dressed in brightly colored robes attended
our then all white Charlotte church. She told me that our worship service was more like the one she attended
in Africa than the Charlotte black churches she visited. She not only joined Hickory Grove UMC but invited
many of her Liberian friends to join with her. Today that congregation has a large Liberian membership. Four
of its Liberian members have been my students at Hood Theological Seminary. They are preparing for
ordained ministry in the Western North Carolina Annual Conference.
The circle of Christ is complete. While none of the current Hickory Grove Liberians knew Mildred Black, some
of their parents and grandparents likely did. American Methodists sent many missionaries to Liberia. Now
Liberians are sending some of their best and brightest to be trained as ordained ministers for North Carolina.
We serve an amazing God.
Fred Jordan, Church Historian
*She later published those stories in a book titled Laughter and Life in Africa.
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Easter Candy
Treat bags will be distributed to children at
each of our Easter Day services, and we're
looking for a little help! Please bring
individually wrapped, Peanut Free candy
to the church by March 24.

Thank you!
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easter flower order form

easter day flowers
Number of hydrangeas ($20 each)
Number of lilies ($14 each)
Number of geraniums ($12 each)
Total included

In Memory of

In Honor of

Given by

Please print clearly and return forms to the church office.
Deadline - March 19,2021
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butterfly order form for release

easter butterflies

We will be releasing live butterflies on Easter Sunday following the 9:00, 10:00 and
11:00am worship services. The butterflies will be delivered just prior to Easter Sunday. If
you would like to attend the release, please be sure to sign up for your preferred
service time on Sign Up Genius (visit the Lent and Easter page of the church website).

Number of butterflies ($10 each)
Total included

Will you attend the release? Yes / No
(If yes, sign up for 9:00, 10:00, or 11:00 service times)

In Memory of

In Honor of

Given by
Your email or phone

Please print clearly and return forms to the church office.
Deadline - March 19,2021
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care and comfort
Installing a Ramp for Ann
Progress has been made this month to install a much needed ramp at Ann Coggin's home. Thank
you to Fred Jordan, Mel Smith, Steve Sherriff, and Gary Cox for organizing and completing this
project that will allow Ann easier access and mobility!
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rowan helping ministries
Food Packing at RHM
Our weekly teams of volunteers at RHM included a team of
youth this month! We packed bags for Food For Thought these easy to prepare foods go home with students on the
weekends to help make sure our children have access to food
on days they're not in school. If you would like to volunteer, we
serve on Wednesday afternoons - contact Nancy Schoch for
details (704)798-0528.

making dinner for rhm shelter guests
FUMC Dinner and Breakfast Monthly
Did you know that FUMC is committed to serving dinner and the following breakfast monthly to the
overnight guests at RHM? Various groups of youth and adults prepare and serve these meals.
RHM has done a wonderful job adapting and working within covid precautions to make serving meals as
safe as possible for everyone.
We currently have some open spaces in the schedule we would love to fill! Please contact Taffy Jordan
for information nfredjordan@bellsouth.net.
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*Note: pre-covid photos from 2018-2019

worship & wonder
2021 Lenten theme: ReLent
In a world that is relentless, let us reLent:
1. to soften in feeling, temper, or determination;
to become more compassionate, forgiving
2. to become less severe; slacken
syn.: abate, yield, relinquish, forbear, soften in temperament.”

Music is an integral part of Christian worship, for when we gather together we hear the Word, preach the
Word, pray the Word, sing the Word, and taste the Word! Who knew that worship is so multi-sensory?!
But just as every aspect of our lives are an act of worship before God, so too are every aspect of our
bodies!
Worship is a response to a relationship that we don’t deserve and I pray that this Lenten season will offer
us many opportunities to confess our sin and humbly reflect on the countless and gracious mercies of
God. In light of our Lenten theme, we have chosen a modern hymn that we hope will become a beloved
anthem for our church, especially during this Lenten season and for
years to come. I invite you to reflect on the lyrics and accompanying devotional on the next page, trusting
that even in the midst of our sins, God’s mercy is more!
- Joshua Starnes, Director of Music & Organist
josh@fumcsalisbury.org
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youth band and children's choir

a hymn for the season
His Mercy is More
Listen for this hymn to be used in different ways
throughout the Sundays of Lent.
Praise the Lord!
His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness, new every morn
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more!

What riches of kindness He lavished on us?
His blood was the payment, His life was the cost
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more!

What love could remember no wrongs we have done?
Omniscient, all-knowing, He counts not their sum
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more!

Praise the Lord!
His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness, new every morn
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more!

Praise the Lord!
His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness, new every morn
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more!

Praise the Lord!
His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness, new every morn
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more!

What patience would wait as we constantly roam
What Father, so tender, is calling us home?
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more!
Praise the Lord!
His mercy is more
Stronger than darkness, new every morn
Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more!

Words & Music: Matt Boswell & Matt Papa
© 2016 Getty Music Hymns and Songs (Admin. by Music
Services, Inc.); Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music
Services, Inc.); Love Your Enemies Publishing (Admin. by
Music Services, Inc.); Messenger Hymns (Admin. by
Music Services, Inc.) Lyrics reprinted with permission under
CCLI License No. 1433553.
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children and youth
Lent at Home: A Guide for Families
Children and youth are invited to participate in the season of Lent from home! Bailee and Jen created
and distributed kits that will help make the season more meaningful. All ages are welcome to pick up
a copy of our Lent at Home book, and everyone is invited to join us for Pretzel Making on Zoom on
March 9! Each week children, youth, and their families are
invited to reflect on a tradition we practice during Lent, and
engage with different prayer practices.

pretzel making on zoom
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lenten food: a recipe for soft pretzels
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scout sunday
Scouts Collect 600lbs. of Food
On the first Sunday in February FUMC's Scout Troop 442 celebrated Scout Sunday. Scouts served as
the acolyte and lectors during the worship service, and Khai Huynh was recognized for earning his Eagle
Award! That same weekend Scouts held their annual 'Scouting for Food' drive, collecting 600 pounds of
food for Rowan Helping Ministries food pantry. Combined with other local Scouts, and a large donation
from Food Lion, RHM received 17,984 pounds of food through this year's drive! Thank you to all who
were able to donate and care for our neighbors in need!

after-school child care
This month the children have made a couple of crafts, Valentine’s Day cards for homebound members
and had a party. We have enjoyed days outdoors and played indoor games when weather was bad. We
read books, held competitions on the Wii, colored, drew, made Lego creations and more!
On March 22, we will begin registration for our program for 2021-2022. We serve students from the
following elementary schools and transportation is provided: Hurley, Granite Quarry, Isenberg, Koontz
and Overton. We also serve North Hills Christian School. We offer daily snacks, devotions and homework
assistance plus indoor/outdoor play, games and more. Come visit us sometime! If you have any
questions, please call (704) 433 6679.
Wishing everyone a safe and happy spring!
“To be in your children’s memories tomorrow, you have to be in their lives today.” - Barbara Johnson
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march birthdays
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fumc family and extended family transitions
In Celebration
We rejoice with these families celebrating new beginnings

McKenna Rowiyn Cox
Daughter of Parker and Savannah Cox

January 22, 2021

thank you notes to the church
Dear FUMC Family On behalf of our family, I would like to thank each and
every one of you for all the love, support, gifts and prayers
we received while Joel was sick with Covid. Our hearts
are grateful and full of love.
Peace and Love in His Name,
Anne Ellis

directory updates
Please note the following changes in your directory:
Jim & Genevieve Martin
vievejm43@gmail.com
(704)210-8827
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Check out the Church Website
Click on the 'Lent and Easter' banner on the
church website (fumcsalisbury.org) to see all
the latest details about opportunities to
connect this Lenten season.
Sign ups for worship on Easter Day are now
open! Find the link on our website.
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