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REMARKS

Soteriology & the Season of Easter
As Lent ends, and the Church was drawn into the drama of Holy Week - the suffering, death,
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus takes center stage. We remember Jesus’ triumphant entry
into Jerusalem; the money changers in the Temple; Jesus preparing his disciples, including his
last meal with them; Judas betraying Jesus; Peter denying Jesus; Simon of Cyrene carrying
Jesus’ cross; the religious leaders plotting; Herod’s role, and Pilate’s as well; the crowds
shouting; the two criminals; the cross; and the cold tomb.
And then came the joy of Easter!
Easter isn't just one day, but a season in the church year when we especially focus on the
saving work of Jesus' death and resurrection.
"Soteriology” (so-tee-ri-ol-o-gy) is a specialized theology word, meaning “the doctrine of
salvation.” To study soteriology is to examine the presumptions, actions, and implications
about what God has done to bring redemption for sinful people. Soteriology is a focused part
of Christian thought, exploring how God did not merely redeem Israel. All the more, God
established a new covenant through Jesus of Nazareth: God’s reign seeks to gather up all
things in heaven and earth in Christ (Ephesians 1:10), and to reconcile them to himself
(Colossians 1:20).
How can soteriology be understood in simple terms? Ultimately, it cannot. As the great 20th
century theologian Karl Barth noted, we cannot plumb the depths of outer space by singing
“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.” That may, however, prompt us to still love the mystery of the
galaxy: “how I wonder what you are!” When studying the history of Christian theology, one
eventually comes upon atonement theories, which ultimately never fully satisfy. Trevor Hart, a
Scottish theologian, offers a different approach. In his article, “Redemption and Fall,” Hart
asserts that soteriology can be studied by examining three themes:
1. RELEASE
That Christ battled dark and demonic forces, coming to “destroy the works of the devil” (1 John
3:8); that his life, death, and resurrection brings release to those held captive by sin (Luke 4:1819 or Romans 6:6)
2. TRANSFORMATION
That Christ brings healing to our wounded souls (1 Corinthians 15:20), His Spirit dwells within us
(1 Corinthians 3:16), and His Spirit brings fruit in our lives (Galatians 5:22), all for the sake of
transforming sinners into saints
3. NEW JOY
That Christ allows us to have access to God (Matthew 27:51), because Jesus’ holiness fulfils our
inability to be holy
As we continue into May, keep thinking about these three themes. Look for ways that God is
carrying out the work of salvation. God accomplished what the world needed long ago
through the life, suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. It happened once and for all. God
continues this work for the healing of the world through the Church, through you.
So notice the ways God is releasing you from the dark forces of this world.
Embrace the transformation that’s already been happening in your life.
And celebrate the new joy popping up in surprising ways.
Blessings,

Pastor Mark
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COMMUNITY MEAL & 'SOME THING'

FREE
COMMUNITY
MEAL

Wednesday May 4, 6:00pm
All are welcome!

Community Meal Open to All Church Members & Salisbury Neighbors
Join us for our next free community meal, Wednesday May 4, and invite
someone to join you. Around the table is a great way for us to make connections
with our downtown community. Stay after dinner for a program in the sanctuary.
Pastor Mark will be sharing, and all we can say is - it's gonna be something!

CHURCH PICNIC AT THE PARK

Dan Nicholas Park

CHURCH PICNIC
May 1, 2022 3PM - 6PM
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CHURCH HISTORY

"Looking back, moving forward"
Non-Methodists occasionally ask me, “What do Methodists believe?” It is a fair question. It goes to the
heart of our theology, but it is a difficult question to answer. Methodists have an inclusive faith unlike
other Reformation churches that emerged out of theological disputes. John Wesley, our founder,
wrote, “But as to all opinions which do not strike at the root of Christianity, we think and let think.”
Methodists are marked not by theology but by Christian character. We invite people to experience the
saving grace of God. Our mission is to spread Scriptural Holiness over the land and to practice the faith
we proclaim. That is Methodism.
That does not mean you can believe anything and be a Methodist. We have a core of essential beliefs
that we share with all mainline Christians. Those beliefs are defined in Part III of The Book of Discipline
of The United Methodist Church. Our Doctrinal Standards and General Rules are found in ¶104.
Methodist Articles of Religion are rooted in the English Reformation under King Henry VIII and
Elizabeth I. Some eighteenth century editing was done to the original Anglican documents, but they
have remained essentially unchanged in Methodism since 1808. The language may sound dated, but
the truth they contain is eternal.
The Articles of Religion succinctly define our belief in the Holy Trinity, the divinity of Christ, the
resurrection of the body, and the sufficiency of Holy Scriptures for salvation. It defines our
understanding of baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and divine grace. Those beliefs form the foundation of
our faith.
In 1968 the Methodist Church united with the Evangelical
United Brethren Church to form The United Methodist Church.
Rather than write a new statement of faith, the uniting
conference adopted the theological statements of both
merging denominations and said they were the same. That was
a legal fiction. They are not exactly word for word the same.
Minor differences should be expected in any two independently
created documents. However, they are essentially the same
and both are printed in the current Book of Discipline.
The Articles of Religion can be changed. However, the
amendment threshold is impossibly high. These core doctrines
are protected by Restrictive Rules. Any change in this portion of
our Book of Discipline requires a three-fourths majority of ALL
the members of ALL the annual conferences present and
voting. That means ALL annual conferences ALL over the world
must vote and the individual delegate votes must be combined.
The combined total must achieve a three-fourth’s majority
before any change in our theology is approved ¶59.
I have never witnessed that many Methodists agreeing on
anything. Our doctrinal standards are secure. Individual
Methodists, local churches, or even annual conferences may
express contrary opinions, but those contrary opinions do not
represent The United Methodist Church.
Christian character has always defined a Methodist. We live by
three simple rules: Do Good, Avoid Evil, and Love God. We
believe in Christian unity in the midst of theological diversity.
Our ecumenical spirit teaches us not to divide the body of
Christ over non-essential doctrines. We “think and let think.”
That is one reason I am proud to be a United Methodist.
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Fred Jordan, Church Historian

LENTEN PRAYER STATIONS
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THE STATE OF OUR DENOMINATION

Dear Disciples,
I feel compelled to address several important matters. For some, what I write
here will not be enough; meanwhile, others wonder why it’s even a topic.
A few people have asked, “Is the denomination splitting?” That answer is easy:
no, there is no split, and there is no schism. Words like “split” and “schism” imply
cutting in half. That is not happening, not by a long shot. Some pastors and local
congregations will, however, disaffiliate from the denomination to launch a new
denomination in May 2022 called the Global Methodist Church. The United
Methodist Church’s rule book, The Book of Discipline, has always provided a way
for congregations to disaffiliate. It involves a significant vote from the congregation
along with a hefty dollar amount.
For the sake of understanding why this is happening, I find it important to remember several broad
historical strokes. First, being told what to do, where to go, or how to operate has never sat well for
trailblazing Americans. Second, since the late 1800s, culture has struggled with how to understand
gender, sexuality, masculinity, femininity, and marriage. Third, for the past fifty years, a group within our
denomination has repeatedly mounted criticism and attacks against people who do not fit their mold.
This group published a magazine called “Good News,” and just a few years ago organized under the
name, “Wesleyan Covenant Association.” These fellow United Methodists are the ones who will soon
disaffiliate to form the Global Methodist Church. The COVID-19 pandemic has forced two delays for
General Conference, when the “Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation” would have
likely been approved. Now, it seems, some are ready to break away.
Let me repeat what I have already affirmed: I will stay with the United Methodist Church, and I believe it’s
the spirit of First United Methodist Church of Salisbury to stay, too.
Jesus prayed that his disciples would be united. Jesus’ prayer ought to be our prayer. Remember,
Christian unity does not insist on uniformity. There has always been a diversity of perspectives within the
church. One hundred years ago, prohibition was the big issue. Some were teetotalers and others ran
moonshine! Since then, as Methodism has long been a “big tent” church, with room for all kinds of
people, the church has made room for people with different perspectives on vital social matters: political
ideology, war, pacifism, birth control, labor laws, or gun control. And faithful Methodists still differ on
drinking alcohol.

conference structure, local church to general conference
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Local Church FUMC Salisbury
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Our local church fits into concentric circles
of decision-making bodies, the largest of
which is General Conference. General
Conference is the largest gathering of
United Methodists in the world. Comprising
clergy and laity from every part of our global
church, it typically meets every 4 years to
make decisions on matters of church polity.
The Commission on the General
Conference has announced they are
postponing the next event until 2024,
attributing the decision to COVID-19 safety
concerns & long visa wait times for this
international gathering.
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As part of the denomination’s connection, First United Methodist Church has always sought to live within
The Book of Discipline, and we will continue that. Meanwhile, faithful Methodists in our congregation
differ regarding their perspective on gay marriage and the ordination of gay people. There is plenty of
time for us to continue praying about this, reading the Bible together, listening to stories, and growing as
the Body of Christ. To be clear: our church will not be asked to vote for a change to policy.
As I said during a Pastor Talk in the summer of 2018, I am hopeful for First United Methodist Church to be
welcoming for all people. This includes lesbian, gay, and transgender people, along with their family and
friends. Church members have told me stories about their lesbian cousin, their gay son, or their
transgender nephew. If you are like me, then you long for the church to be for them. Because, after all, we
are all figuring out who we are, and how God could possibly love us.
Rev. Jody Seymour, who served as our church’s Associate Pastor, once taught a class to our youth. The
year was 1973. The curriculum, which was denominationally-approved, was about being created in God’s
loving image, and how that includes human sexuality. The curriculum detailed biological information
about the human body and reproduction. One night, during a Church Council meeting, a church member
publicly denounced Jody for teaching this class to the church’s youth. Jody sat quietly as he was chastised
in front of the Church Council. When the church member stopped, another church member spoke up. It
was Dr. Cullen Hall, a pillar in the church & community, a respected OB/GYN physician. Dr. Hall said, “If you
saw what I saw in my clinic, how so many young girls are abused and what they are forced to endure,
then you would agree with me that our church should indeed be teaching this curriculum. We should
have been teaching it a long time ago. The church should be leading the way!”
This is our church’s heritage. Yes, Dr. Hall, we should be leading the way!
I believe that First United Methodist Church of Salisbury is a spiritual home for all people, no matter where
they fall along the spectrum from traditional to progressive. There has always been room for everyone,
and there will continue to be room, even for people who disagree with you. We will
continue to be a church where Christ changes peoples lives, and then leads us to transform Salisbury &
Rowan County through healing relationships and loving service. We will continue our focus “to make and
nurture Christian disciples through the presence and power of God.” That is who we are!
If you would like to talk with me personally about these matters, just let me know.
In Christ,
Pastor Mark

further reading from um news
General Conference Postponed Until 2024
Heather Hahn

The Church is Splintering, Not Splitting
Rev. William B. Lawrence

Postponing General Conference Might Be A Good Thing
Rev. Dr. Lovett H. Weems Jr.

leadership structure of the umc
GENERAL
CONFERENCE

COUNCIL OF
BISHOPS

JUDICIAL
COUNCIL

(50/50 CLERGY/LAITY)

(CLERGY)

(50/50 CLERGY/LAITY)
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Easter

April 17, 2022

CAMP DISCOVERY TURNS 20

We are thrilled to be celebrating the 20th summer of our camping ministry, Camp Discovery!
Camp Discovery was established in 2003 as an experience for rising 4th and 5th graders throughout
the Rowan-Salisbury School System who may not otherwise have the opportunity to go to summer
camp. Each year camp is held at Mt. Shepherd Retreat Center in Asheboro. This is a testament to the
dedication to continuing to offer a fun, safe, and engaging experience for the children of Rowan
County Schools. The pandemic has been challenging for all of us in so many ways, yet we were back
in-person the summer of 2021 with safety precautions in place. We are so excited to welcome our
campers, mentors, and volunteers to celebrate camp!
This year, camp will be held July 3 – 8. We have many special
things planned, including a fun 4th of July celebration! We are
deeply grateful for the ways that you have given of your time,
resources, and finances over the last twenty years so that kids
can experience the love and light of Jesus. We look forward to
continue building relationships with the schools, as well as the
children and families in our community.
Thank you to all mentors and volunteers who have joined us
over the years, and to those who will join us for summer 2022,
and for many future summers to come. We can’t wait to share
in the fun, fellowship and love of Jesus with this years campers!
Grace and Peace,

Bailee Weisensel
Director of Children’s Ministry

I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength
~ Philippians 4:13
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SUPPORT CAMP DISCOVERY!

me a sponsor
o
c
e
b

We need your help to make Camp
Discovery happen. There are many ways
to get involved from helping prep
supplies, to spending the week at camp
as a mentor.

It costs $300 to send each camper &
mentor to camp. By becoming a Camp
Discovery Sponsor, your financial gift will
help us offer this incredible experience to
kids in our community!

Looking to get involved?
We need:
Mentors
Day/Activity Volunteers
Sponsors

To contribute, please include 'Camp
Discovery' in the memo line of your check
or online donation. Sponsorship form
provided on the last page of this
newsletter.

Contact Bailee@fumcsalisbury.org
Mentors must apply & complete training.

fundraising goal: $22,000

70%

online
giving
portal

A WEEK AT CAMP LOOKS LIKE

swimming in a lake for the first time

singing camp songs
overcoming challenges at the climbing wall
working as a team through the ropes course
learning stories of faith during morning devotions
meeting new friends
meals around the table & stories around the fire
learning new skills
building relationships with mentors

hearing that God is with you & you are loved!
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MISSIONS FUNDRAISING UPDATE

Egg My
Yard
$2000 For Missions
Thank you for your generosity!! Our
most recent fundraisers - the Palm
Sunday Breakfast & Egg My Yard collected $2,226 for Camp Discovery
and Youth Missions (gross figure).
Thank you to all the volunteers who
made these events such a success!

SCOUTS

Investiture Welcomes New Scouts
This year we have welcomed 10 new scouts to Troop 442. We moved trips around due to a weather
cancellation in March and camped from our canoes at Merchants Millpond State Park in April. We will
bicycle 17 miles on the Creeper Trail in the Mount Rogers National Recreation Area May 7-8 and camp
nearby. Maybe we'll get to see the ponies again? Our Cub Scouts have been working hard on their
Soapbox Derby Cars and skills like carving and first aid.

Nate's Eagle Project at FUMC
My name is Nate Shaffer and I doing my Eagle
Project here at First Methodist. I am
numbering all the doors and providing a map
to Emergency Services to help provide quick
responses in time of need. I am looking to raise
$1000.00 to cover the cost of signage and
installation hardware. If you would like to make
donation please do so by sending your check
to First United Methodist and mark Nate
Shaffer Eagle Scout in the memo. Thank you
for your support.
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UMW BECOMES UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

United Methodist Women are embarking on a bold journey of nurturing sisterhood with a new name and
new logo to reflect a bright future ahead for women united in faith. In the 150 years of mission, our
organization has had more than 25 names, reflecting different life changes or styles. At this time we are
facing a change in the life of the church and in how women live and choose to engage the world in faith. It
is time again to make a name change.
United Methodist Women will now call themselves United Women in Faith. With this name change new
and improved programs will be introduced to acknowledge the great changes that have occurred in the
lives of U.S. women over the past four decades and in the way they’re engaging their faith. We will remain
the official women’s organization of The United Methodist Church in that we will be committed to training
women for leadership, growing spiritually, transforming through education, and providing opportunities for
service and advocacy as we will be women in mission who follow God’s call for our time.
The United Methodist Women board of directors with input from the United Methodist Women Program
Advisory Group in meetings over the past two quadrennial has guided the organizations’s rebranding work,
program innovations and new initiatives. The new mission statement created will be “United Women in
Faith seeks to connect and nurture women through Christian spiritual formation, leadership development,
creative fellowship, and education so that they can inspire,influence and impact local and global
communities.” With the changes it is the hope that our core values are expressed in ways that will excite
our members and invite new women to join us.
Faith, action and sisterhood are still our calling cards to reach out to invite new women to join us on this
new journey to find ways to support one another and women, children and youth. We are a FAITH driven
organization in that our beliefs bring us together and our spirituality pushes us to do more. Our ACTIONS
speak louder than our words. Our members show up and get things done. We are on a mission to boldly
act and transform communities because we are a SISTERHOOD welcoming and connecting women
together.
You will find our new logo at the top of the page next to our new name featuring a Christian cross in muted
yellow, blue, orange and green to reflect our forward looking faith and the diversity of the organization and
God’s world. It is felt that the new logo embodies the goals of the organization and will hopefully make all
women proud and excited to be a part of the future of United Women in Faith.
This is an exciting time for our organization as we move forward into our future. Together, we can do more.
Our strengths and steadfast Christian faith are needed now more that ever so let’s stand united as,
together, we continue to put love in action. You the women of First United Methodist Church are our future.
If not already a member of circle group I invite you to join in our fellowship. Invite a friend. All women are
welcome no matter their denomination. You are our future. If you would like more information about the
name change or about the current circle groups that are now meeting please contact our president,
Barbara Senter (704-213-6498), or Brenda Loflin (704-798-6730), our church Lay Leader.
Welcome to United Women in Faith!
Submitted by Brenda Loflin, Lay Leader, with some of the writing above copied or
paraphrased from “Response,” the magazine of women in mission.

FAQ'S ON
UNITED
WOMEN IN
FAITH
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CHILDRENS MINISTRY

Sunday Mornings

Monthly

0-4 yrs

Nursery

Rooms B-106 & B-108

k-5th
Sunday School

Sundays 10:00-10:45am

YOUTH MINISTRY

Pre-K

k-3rd

YOUTH GROUP

4th-5th

Newsletter

SUNDAYS 12:00-2:00PM
SUNDAYS 10:00-10:45AM

CONFIRMATION

Pray for our Confirmands & Graduates!
We will be celebrating both Confirmation Sunday and Graduation Sunday in the month of May. Our
confirmation class has been meeting throughout the school year and on May 15 during worship, they will
have the opportunity to join the church. Our graduates will be recognized during worship on May 22
including the presentation of scholarships to the high school seniors receiving the Roy & Lula Goodman
Scholarship this year. We thank God for the wonderful young people entrusted to our church's care, and
invite you to pray for them as they begin new chapters of their lives!

John

Charles

Confirmation
Sunday
May 15, 2022

16

Graduation Sunday
May 22,2022

Graduating & still need to submit your info?

SUMMER MISSIONS: CAMP DISCOVERY
Apply to Become a Camp Mentor
Camp Discovery matches up each of our 4th & 5th grade
campers with a mentor to guide & encourage them at
camp. Adults and youth 16 years and older can apply.

Interested in sharing the love of God with campers (while
eating s'mores and swimming in the lake)? Apply today!
Not able to be a mentor? We're also looking for day &
activity volunteers. Contact bailee@fumcsalisbury.org

Impact the life a camper!
Camp Discovery 2022 - July 3-8

CLUB 45 & YOUTH SUMMER KICKOFF

YOUTH MAKE ARTWORK FOR LENTEN PRAYER STATIONS
Art as Spiritual
Discipline
During youth group we
spent several weeks
creating collages for
each of the eight
prayer stations the
church had an
opportunity to visit
during Lent. We used
'A Prayer for Lent'
adapted from the
book To Light Their Way by Kayla Craig as the inspiration - youth
were given a section of the poetic prayer, and looked for images that
expressed the ideas and emotions of that section.

See all the artwork, and revisit our prayer stations by watching "A
Prayer for Holy Week" on YouTube
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celebrating baptism

CONFIRMATION RETREAT

Our confirmation class had the opportunity togo on a retreat to
Mt. Shepherd Camp this spring! We partnered with a few other
churches, and had a great time getting to know confirmands
from each group.
While on our retreat we created the stoles we will wear on
Confirmation Sunday.

Baptized April 24, 2022

Olivia Graham

Daughter of Chace & Marla Lyerly

AFTER SCHOOL CHILD CARE

Another school year is coming to an end soon and we are all
looking forward to a summer break. We have three children who
will be going to middle school; we wish them lots of luck! We
hope all of our other children will be returning. Some have little
brothers and sisters that will be joining them here next year.
It has been a good year and the children have worked hard and
played hard. They have grown in many ways and are ready to
move into the next grade. We wish them all well and are anxious
to see what is next for them.
We are now taking applications for the 2022 – 2023 school year.
We offer a Christian-based program with free and organized
play, crafts, homework assistance, snacks, daily devotions and
character building activities. We serve these schools: Granite
Quarry, Hurley, Isenberg, Koontz, North Hills and Overton.
Transportation is provided and we are open until 6 PM Monday
through Friday on all days Rowan Salisbury Schools are open. If
you are interested, you can find the forms on the church website
at www.fumcsalisbury.org. Click, learn, children and youth and
after-school care. We can also put the forms together for you
and you can pick them up at the church. Please call 704 433
6679 if you have any questions.
“The greatest legacy we can leave our children is memories.”
~ Og Mandino

18

FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE

Setting Goals and Analyzing Trends
While the church isn't a corporation, coming from my experience in
the corporate world, I can easily make some comparisons. Much like
the corporate world experience, a critical component in managing
the church is to have an understanding of our budget and cash flows.
We make spending projections based on your feedback during the
Stewardship campaign. As somewhat of a veteran of the church’s
administration of monies, I can assure you in lean times the budgeted
amounts are not spent. In better times, we are able to do more.
According to the internet, 75% to 90% of us do not tithe the suggested 10%.
Those who do are serious about their commitment, most giving beyond 10%. We are told that losing one
older member requires five others step up in order to replace the amount they give. Likely this is a natural
phenomenon as I could not give 10%+ in my younger days and still pay my bills. It’s complicated at a
minimum. My own approach has been a bit like saving for retirement. Each year I would try to increase the
percentage of my pay going into investments until I reached a satisfactory point in my mind.
The church operates on the generosity of its supporters. If you are trying to figure a way to do more
financially, I encourage you to give just a bit more if in your ability and try to stick to those annual increases
over time until you get to where you want to be.
You may recall Steve Schoch sharing from time to time that giving is not level from month to month. There
are cycles; which can make administration of a budget trying. We are analyzing our cycles from numbers
generated over the past years. We will share as we learn more. Online giving has become a valued way to
methodically give. If you would like to start giving online, information can be found at
https://www.fumcsalisbury.org/online-giving. We would like to see more members take that approach as it
tends to smooth out the contribution stream.
In our last meeting, the Committee brainstormed additional ways to increase giving and to utilize our
assets more effectively. This endeavor will take time and study to be careful and to make sure we are doing
our best. Some ideas will be “no brainers” but require effort; others will likely be more complicated. We are
excited about the exercise and of course will share more as they develop.
From time to time, I walk the Halls on Sundays as part of your Security Team. Perhaps it's just a feeling, but
I sense there is more activity within our church and people are coming back after COVID has kept them
away for two years. That is a feel-good moment for me. If you are considering return to the in-person
experience, I believe you will be happy you made the choice.
My personal best wishes to you. We hope to make 2022 the best year yet for FUMC!
Phillip M. Floyd, Finance Committee Chair
Phillipfloyd1776@gmail.com

Interested in attending a Finance Committee Meeting?
Your committee members are identified in the published 2022 Profile, available in
the About Us section of the church website. We meet on the third Thursday of each
month at 6 pm. If you would like to attend, we like company. Let someone on the
Committee know you are coming so we can make sure you can get into the church
that evening.
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OPEN ARMS RECONCILING COMMUNITY
FUMC Presence Planned at Salisbury Pride
Open Arms Reconciling Community of FUMC is looking
forward to reconvening after a hiatus during the pandemic.
Coming up in June is Pride Month. Open Arms has reserved a table
at Salisbury Pride on June 25 and are excited to share this
community event with our LGBTQ+ neighbors, friends & families. This
summer is the 10th Salisbury Pride festival, and will be held at Bell
Tower Green for the first time! If you are interested in joining us,
please reach our to Caroline Johnsen (caro.johnsen@gmail.com). You
can learn more about Salisbury Pride at salisburypride.com and
about the Reconciling Ministries Network at rmnetwork.org.

WOMENS BEACH RETREAT

Interest has been expressed in exploring options for a beach
retreat for the women in our church in the fall. Our last
retreat was in March of 2020 the week before the COVID-19
shut-down occurred. We had no idea that we would be in
quarantine within a few days of our return but were so
thankful for the time we were able to spend together.
For planning to begin and a place to be secured for the
retreat we need to know how many women will be
interested in making this journey. Please consider joining us
as we share our faith, enjoy our fellowship together while
looking at beautiful ocean views and of course by being “a
true Methodist” and enjoying good meals together.

Plans are forming for a Women's Beach Retreat in
Late October. Interested in going?
Contact Brenda Loflin
by email, loflinb@bellsouth.net
or phone, (H) 704-633-6730 or (C) 704-798-6730.

FALL MISSIONS: WASHINGTON D.C. TRIP
Learn & Serve: D.C.
October 13-16, 2022
Adults & Youth

In the fall we're planning a trip to
Washington D.C. that is one part
educating ourselves, one part serving
others. Learn & Serve: DC is open to youth & adults. Very much
like a mission trip, there are requirements to meet before we
go (including an application & completing some volunteer
service hours in our own community before we go).
Trip applications open June 1.
Questions? Contact jenni@fumcsalisbury.org
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT ON MIKE FANSLER
PRESENTED BY STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
What is your role on staff? Building Superintendent
How long have you served at FUMC? Since June of 2017
Tell us about your family:
I grew up in Davidson County as the oldest son of Wilson and Bonnie
Fansler with my brother, Rodney. After high school I attended Forsyth
Technical College, graduating with a degree in Business & Accounting.
I operated Silas Creek Exxon in Winston Salem with my father for over
20 years. When my dad opened the station, Silas Creek was a dirt road.
I grew up in the UCC church and became a United Methodist after the
birth of my first daughter Megan. Sarah was born four years later. I met
my wife Angie when she was on staff at the Methodist Church I was attending and we celebrated our
25th Wedding Anniversary in March. Many of you got to know Angie and our family while she was on staff
at FUMC as the Director of Children’s Ministries from 2000-2004.
We now have four grandsons, one granddaughter and another granddaughter due this June. The children
Angie & I have together are our four legged ones. Gigi is a Pit and a big baby. Ginger and Braylee are
miniature pinchers. Ginger is all attitude (just like her predecessor April) and Braylee is our diva.
Where were you before you started working at FUMC?
Prior to joining the staff at FUMC, I was in my second career as a Maintenance Supervisor for Sugar Creek
Apartments LLC. I oversaw the Kernersville property, Linville Ridge. About two and a half years before
coming to FUMC I could sense in my prayer life that God was going to send me in a new direction. When
the position came open at FUMC upon Murl’s retirement, I felt the nudge of the Holy Spirit. I have enjoyed
reconnecting with members we knew when Angie was here, and meeting those who have joined since.
Tell us a little more about what you do:
I supervise the facility operations of the church such as HVAC, Plumbing, Electrical, etc. in conjunction
with the contracts we have with outside service providers. I make sure the church building is prepared for
worship services, funerals, and special events that take place. I also work with the Child Development
Center, Preschool, and After School programs to make sure their programs meet sanitation requirements.
Since COVID began, a deep clean of the church has been completed and I continue to work to ensure that
we maintain high sanitation standards as additional strains of the virus develop. This couldn’t have been
done without the great support shown by my fellow staff, members, and friends at FUMC.

COMING UP...
Hospice Care Seminar

JULY 10
Join us as we learn more about
services available in our area for
hospice and palliative care.

Summer Choir

JUNE 5 - AUGUST 28
Sunday morning
rehearsals at 10:30 am,
no Wednesday nights.

Annual Conference

JUNE 17-19
Western NC
Annual Conference at
Lake Junaluska

Do you have an article
for the Ecclesia?

Access the Church
Calendar Any Time

Articles can be submitted by the first
Friday of the month prior to when you
would like it printed.

Access the church calendar
any time! Just go to
fumcsalisbury.org and look
under the Connect tab. There
you can also find a digital
version of the Ecclesia.

Send them to Jenni@fumcsalisbury.org
with "(Month to be printed) Ecclesia" in
the subject line.
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HAPPY
BIRTHDAY!
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Trish Brinkley
Parker Williams
Grace Fazia
Pete Smith
Susan Barker Fowler
Jean Hill
Katie Scarvey
Gary Applewhite
Kathy Duke
Connie Sheehan

14 Carrie Carter
15 Steve Haines
Joyce Ingram
Dakeita Kluttz
Meredith Williams

16 Jean Corpening

Jerry Dymond
Benjamin Hutton

17 Dennis Barber
Allison Lineberry

Bryan Hutton
Laurie Zerger
Sondra Shuler
Millie Stout
Ian Walworth

Kurt Kolkebeck
George Shuler
Betty Slife

12 Lori Moore
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13 Lugene Cox

18
19 Ron Cherry

John Conrad
Gregg Williams
Nancy Wyrick

20
21

22 Dinah Carpenter
Alexander Whitaker

23 Anne Ellis
24
25 Chuck Bowman
26
27 Janet McCoy
Susan McLain

28Larry Schall
29
30Billy Webb
31 Harry Warren

FUMC FAMILY & EXTENDED FAMILY TRANSITIONS
In Remembrance

Please keep these families in your prayers

Linda Sue Caruso

May 12, 1946 - March 23, 2022

Sister of Don Hylton

"God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble." ~ Psalm 46:1
In Celebration

We rejoice with these families in these moments of new beginnings

Robert Julian Howe

Born April 18, 2022

Son of Andrew & Adrienne Howe

THANK YOU!
Dear Member and Staff of FUMC,
I want to say thank you to all who called to wish me Happy Administrative
Professionals Day! You all are so thoughtful and I hope you always know how
much I care about you! To the staff I want to say thank you for the beautiful
flower, a delicious lunch and most important the yummy apple fritter for
breakfast! I feel so incredibly blessed to work with such wonderful people who
have also become my friends. I had a wonderful day and I am so thankful that
God chose FUMC for my career destination. I hope to be here for many years to
come.
With love,
Becca

DIRECTORY UPDATES

Access the online directory anytime by going to fumcsalisbury.ctrn.co, following
the link on our website (under 'Connect'), or downloading the CTRN app on your
smartphone or tablet. Enter the access code fumcsalisbury and your unique
username and password.
You can update your information at any time, if you would like assistance in
updating your information please contact the church office.
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