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Read more on a Wesleyan perspective
of grace at ResourceUMC.org by
scanning the QR code here

WE ARE THE PEOPLE OF GOD
The #BeUMC campaign reminds us of who we are at our best. As people
of God called The United Methodist Church, we’re faithful followers of
Jesus seeking to make the world a better place.

We are transformed, forgiven people journeying toward holiness.

Core Value: Grace-filled
You are saved by God’s grace because of your faith. This salvation is God’s gift. It’s not
something you possessed. It’s not something you did that you can be proud of. Instead,
we are God’s accomplishment, created in Christ Jesus to do good things. God planned
for these good things to be the way that we live our lives.

Ephesians 2:8-10

Grace is an important concept for United Methodists. John Wesley emphasized our dependence on
grace in all aspects of life—from before we are aware of God’s presence in our lives, through our
initial decision to follow Jesus and to our moment of death and entrance into heaven. Every step
of the way is by the grace of God.
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PREVENIENT GRACE
The grace that comes
before - God's presence
drawing us to Godself

...like standing on the
front porch of a house

JUSTIFYING GRACE
The grace that makes us
right with God - when
we respond to God

...like walking through
the front door

SANCTIFYING GRACE
The grace that
continues to perfect us
in love 

...like living in the house
& making it home

Grace 
(noun) - The unearned gift of God's love,
presence, and power in our lives



...Here comes November, and the annual burden of being “thankful.” 

The heavy experiences of life can dampen a person’s inner spirit. Especially over these past
several years, this seems to be true for many. An avalanche of heartache, combined with a
dizzying array of changes, has a way of sullying a person’s perspective. The losses stack up. We
feel it deeply in our bones. And the cumulative effect of it all impacts people in group settings,
too, like families, social clubs, and communities at large.

So, at this time of year, our American culture has its annual emphasis upon giving thanks.
Perhaps we recognize the need for this. Just when we are not feeling thankful, we see the fall
decorations, the weather turns cooler, and we notice that fourth Thursday on the calendar. It’s
a good thing that the cultural reminders are all around us – we need them!

There is a simple pathway of discovering thanksgiving, with seemingly hidden depths to
uncovering a truly authentic mindset and experience. It starts with counting all the tangible
items that make you happy. You make a list, whether written down or just in your memory. The
list gets longer, even held side-by-side against the other list (i.e. of things that sadden you), and
therefore you have reason to be thankful. That’s fine, but it’s an awfully self-centered &
materialistic approach. The next step on the pathway has you comparing your life to another
person’s life. You recognize jealousy tearing you apart from the inside, so you give that up. But
you’re still comparing: “I’m thankful that I’m not her,” or “I’m thankful for what I have, unlike
him & how little he has.” Again, this is a shallow approach, only this time at the expense of
another person’s suffering. 

Our Christian discipleship guides us toward a more holy thanksgiving.  God calls us to
recognize that life does not start with us, and life’s meaning is not derived from a logbook of
accomplishments & possessions. The rhythm of shared Christian community lived throughout
the entire year brings about an interior quality, a personal character patterned after Jesus. 

     Worshipping together. 
     Serving the needs of our neighbors together. 
     Enjoying fellowship meals together. 
     Studying the Scripture together. 

When we experience this together as the Body of Christ, we humbly recognize who God is
more clearly. 

We've seen this at our last two Community Meals. They’ve been such wonderful moments!
Some gracious church members stepped up to prepare the food, to set up the tables and
chairs, to serve the meal, and to welcome new guests along the way. A fun energy filled the air
– it was infectious for everyone gathered together. I heard lots of laughter, plus people sharing
their stories. I sensed our church members discovering new ways to be the church, even
spurring more creative ideas to connect with people, too! God provided the lifeblood for that to
happen! 

Being thankful? That’s not a burden at all.

  In Christ,

   Pastor Mark     

REMARKS
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HARVEST
PROCESSION

NOVEMBER 20, 2022

give thanks, give forward!

2 large cans of vegetables
large can of fruit
box of instant mashed potatoes
bag of rice
gravy (can or mix, no glass jars please!)
box of cornbread, biscuit, or muffin mix
box of stuffing
box of cereal or oatmeal
box of cake mix & can of frosting

shopping list return filled bags
bring your bag to Sunday worship on

November 20, at 8:30 or 11:00;
or

 drop it off in the Carter Lobby 
before November 20

Blue harvest procession bags and printed
shopping lists can be picked up in the Narthex
& Lobby. (You're always welcome to give
above and beyond the items on this list)

Questions? 
Call the church office (704)636-3121 

food will be delivered to Rowan Helping Ministries on November 21



"looking back... moving forward"

Most Protestant denominations began in a church. Methodism began as a campus ministry. From
humble beginnings as a support group for young scholars at Oxford University, it has grown to
occupy a prominent place among world religions. Methodism has achieved that growth without
abandoning its love of learning. 

Our Founder, John Wesley, was not just a great spiritual leader and organizer. He was an Oxford
Don. That is what we commonly call a university professor. In an age when many adults were
illiterate, his education began at home under his mother’s tutorage. At age 10, he enrolled as a
boarding student at London’s prestigious Charter House School. Later at Oxford’s Lincoln College,
he distinguished himself as an outstanding scholar. Education has always been a key emphasis of
what it means to be a Methodist.

In the 18th century before universal public education, only children from wealthy homes could
advance their education. There was one exception. Children of poorly paid clergy were often given
academic scholarships to cover expenses their fathers could not afford. Both John and Charles
Wesley benefited from that charity.

Several decades later when lay Methodist preachers traveled across England announcing the
Good News of God’s Love, Wesley felt compelled to provide their children with the same
educational opportunity he once enjoyed. In 1748, George Whitfield and John Wesley founded a
school at Bristol, England, called Kingswood School. It originally provided a free education for the
sons of Methodist preachers. While at first a few local girls were admitted, the school soon
restricted enrollment to boys.

The Kingswood School curriculum followed the basic pattern of a classical education popular in
the 18th century. It placed a strong emphasis on Greek and Latin. Students studied Homer,
Xenophon, Clavis and other ancient authors. A century later in 1852, Kingswood School moved to a
stunning new location in Bath, England. It continues today with approximately 300 male boarders. 

From its beginning, Methodists did more than proclaim God’s Word. Methodists put their faith into
action. In a world filled with ignorance and illiteracy, they began establishing educational
institutions. Unlike some other churches, they never feared the Enlightenment’s knowledge
explosion. Methodists embraced learning as essential for a better life. They did not defend God
from academic inquiry. They used education as a means of better understanding Creation and
God’s role in it.

I will say more about Methodism’s commitment to higher education in future articles. It is enough
to say here that our church has always encouraged Methodists to be open-minded thinking
people. It is part of our heritage that goes back to a 
gathering of young Christians at Oxford University. 
Those first Methodists methodically practiced their 
faith while they studied their lessons. They set in 
motion a religious revival that still continues almost 
three hundred years later.

Fred Jordan, Church Historian
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CHURCH HISTORY



Harold Wade Buchanan
December 01, 1934—October 04, 2022

 

Rhoda Russell Calloway
January 25, 1927—December 15, 2021

 

Richard “Ricky” Hubbard Clinebell, Jr.
October 18, 1956—March 16, 2022

 

Harry Randolph Cooke, Jr.
April 30, 1935—August 18, 2022

 

Amanda “Mandy” Russell Deadwyler
September 08, 1943—May 16, 2022

 

Robert Joseph Dole
July 22, 1923—December 05, 2021

 

Judith “Judy” Floyd Fowler
October 17, 1953—May 20, 2022

 

John Greenwood Hoppe
August 16, 1924—September 20, 2022

 

Adrienne Elizabeth Jones
May 31, 1982—January 13, 2022

Mabel S. Jones
July 08, 1927—September 07, 2022

 

William “Bill” Harold Linn, Jr.
February 22, 1942—September 01, 2022

 

Ethan Shaun Mastro
December 28, 2001—August 24, 2022

 

Linda Wortham Rinehart
December 02, 1944—September 25, 2022

 

Ola Ross Rutledge
August 17, 1926—March 16, 2022

 

Carolyn Elaine Johnson Sadler
September 22, 1940—October 12, 2022

 

Barbara Anne Carter Safley
March 04, 1931—March 09, 2022

 

Erma Toomes Scarlette
February 13, 1922—November 21, 2021

 

Carlton Eugene “Pete” Stout
February 26, 1936—August 28, 2022

Margaret Heck Tucker
July 17, 1931—February 23, 2022



COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY
MEALMEAL

Wednesday, December 7Wednesday, December 7
6:00pm6:00pm

All are welcome!All are welcome!

COMMUNITY  MEAL
NOVEMBER 2

 
Menu: 

Chicken and
dumplings, green

beans, bread 
& dessert

Program: 
Thankful Tree
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RECYCLING CANDY WRAPPERS

COMMUNITY MEAL, FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH

Recycle Your 
Candy Wrappers
Bring your candy
wrappers to the church
and look for the Trick-or-
Trash collection box in
the Preschool Hallway
(Near Door A5) during
the month of November.



CELEBRATING - CHURCH HOEDOWN
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HYMN OF THE MONTH: 
CHRIST OUR HOPE IN LIFE AND DEATH

O sing hallelujah!
 

Our hope 
springs eternal;

 

O sing hallelujah!
 

Now and ever 
we confess

 

Christ our hope in
life and death.

Title
Christ our hope in

Life & Death
 

Songwriters
Getty Music
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“WHAT IS YOUR ONLY COMFORT IN LIFE AND IN DEATH?”
For centuries, believers have learned the Christian faith beginning
with that question. It’s the first article in the Heidelberg Catechism
of 1563. Why start there? Because death is our common fate. Unless
Jesus returns first, we will all die. To find comfort in life, we must
know how we can face death. Hope comes only in trusting the one
who died to take the curse of death and who crushed the power of
death by his resurrection. “Christ has been raised from the dead” (1
Cor 15:20). That is the only statement that can transform how we live
each day and how we prepare for our earthly life to end.

The hope of the resurrection spurs us to sing. That’s why a group of
songwriters from Getty Music wrote the modern hymn “Christ Our
Hope in Life and Death.” Like the Heidelberg Catechism that
inspired it, this song is honest about death. There is no need to
shrink back from mentioning death in our hymns, because we know
the Living One who has conquered death forever. The Christian can
sing hallelujah, because Christ assures us of our glorious future. Now
and ever, we confess: “I am not my own, but belong—body and soul
in life and in death—to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.”

 

~ story behind the hymn from gettymusic.com
Words and Music by Keith Getty,

Matt Boswell, Jordan Kauflin,
Matt Merker, Matt Papa

COLLEGE STUDENT CARE PACKAGES

Candy
Cookies
Microwave mac & cheese
Hot chocolate packets
Other individually packaged snacks
$5 gift cards for coffee/fast food
Note cards & pens (school supplies)

Collecting Items for 
College Students
until November 13

Things like...

...are great!

We will be sending care packages to our
college students before final exams.
Donated items can be dropped off in the
lobby. Each box costs about $10 to ship. If
you prefer, donations toward shipping
costs would also be appreciated!



Newsletter

NOVEMBER

6 -  YOUTH GROUP
13 -  no youth group

(Veterans Day wknd)
20 -  Thanksgiving 

  Potluck
(Advent decorating & Harvest

Procession food sorting)

27 -  no youth group
(Thanksgiving wknd)

DECEMBER

4 -  YOUTH GROUP
11 -  YOUTH GROUP
18 -  CHRISTMAS 
          PARTY
25 -  no youth group

(Christmas day)

  FLANNEL&
  FLAPJACKS

December
18, 2022

CLUB45 & YOUTH CHRISTMAS  PARTY

Youth & Club 45

Thanksgiving Potluck
November 20
4:00-7:00pm

Bring something to share!
(Things that don't need to be kept warm are great! We'll

be advent decorating & ending with dinner together)

YOUTH MINISTRY

YOUTH GROUP CALENDAR

FALL 2022
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Sunday Mornings

Kids Connection
Sundays 10:30-10:50am

k-5th

0-4 yrs
Nursery
Rooms B-106
& B-108

Pre-K 4th-5th

Monthly November
19- Preschool Playdate @ 11AM
20 -Club45/Youth 4PM-7PM
Thanksgiving Potluck 
(Advent decorating 
& Harvest 
Procession 
food sorting)

December
10 - Preschool Playdate 
@ 11AM
11 - Gingerbread House
Making & Service of JOY
18 - Club 45/ Youth
Christmas Party @ 5PM -
7PM
24 - Paper Bag 
Pageant @ 4PM

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
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YOUTH MINISTRY IN THE WILD
Did you know I go to sporting events?
If you catch me going to a sporting event, it's more likely to be a middle school
volleyball game than a Panthers game. Sports aren't really my thing... BUT, I
absolutely love showing up to support our youth in doing what they love. I've never
cheered louder than at a church league high school basketball game. 

Recently I've gone to cheer on students in football, volleyball, and cheer. I also love to
go to concerts, dance recitals, and I'm looking forward to this year's basketball season.
Going to games is a great opportunity to spend time with parents as we cheer on their
kids, and building relationships with youth as I show up to support them!            - Jen

Thank you to all our volunteers whoThank you to all our volunteers whoThank you to all our volunteers who
made Fall Festival 2022 so much fun!made Fall Festival 2022 so much fun!made Fall Festival 2022 so much fun!



CELEBRATING - FALL FESTIVAL
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Our United Women in Faith would love to have more ladies be a part 
of a wonderful organization that is a helping hand to our church, our 
community and is also a helping hand through our global connections.

The UWIF is an active group and plays an important role in the life of our church. They participate in
many activities throughout the year and also serve others in numerous ways. Groups of ladies meet
monthly either at the church, in homes or in restaurants to share in fellowship, Bible studies, prayer
and mission work.

With a beginning of eight Women in 1869 the United Women in Faith as it is currently known now
has nearly half a million members. A remarkable history that we would like for all ladies to be a part
of. On November 7th, the United Women in Faith 
of First United Methodist church is extending an 
invitation to all women of the church to join us for 
a covered dish luncheon to be held at the 
Foil Tatum Park (223 N. McCoy Park) at 11:30 am. 
(In case of rain; we will meet at the church). We 
ask that you bring a dish to share and a chair for 
seating as the picnic shelter has limited seating. 
A special program is being planned and you will 
also hear what the women’s groups of our church 
have planned for the months ahead. 

Please prayerfully consider joining this supportive 
and caring group of ladies for our luncheon on 
Monday, November 7th, as we give thanks for all 
the women that make a difference in the life of 
our church by reaching out and touching others 
in Christian fellowship.

MUMS FOR MISSION A SUCCESS
Thanks to all who made the United Women in
Faith “Mums for Mission” sale a success. With the
sale of over 400 mums and with donations
received we were able to contribute funds to
Camp Discovery, the Community Care Clinic,
One Church One Child, Scouts BSA (Troop 442 of
our church), the Salisbury Rowan Chapter of 
                               Church Women United and the 
                                       Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. 

                                             Our blessings and thanks 
                                               for the continued 
                                               support of our yearly 
                                               mission fund raiser.

CELEBRATING - LAITY SUNDAY & WOMAN OF THE YEAR

14

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH - AN INVITATION

Laity Sunday, celebrated on the third Sunday of October, is a day
to celebrate the vital work of all lay Christians in the life of the
church. The Laity Service Award (Steve Sherriff) & the United

Women in Faith 'Woman of the Year' award (Jill Duggan) were
presented during worship on October 16 in recognition of their

contribution to the life of the church and the community.

Laity Service Award
Steve Sherriff

Woman of the Year Award
Jill Duggan



Love Thy Neighbor
FAITH IN ACTION
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LOVE THY NEIGHBOR WORK COMPLETE

SCOUTING AT FUMC
This Fall Troop and Pack 442 picked up trash from the pristine shoreline of Falls Reservoir. Even
though this secluded little lake is tough to get to campers, fishermen and kayakers still manage to
leave trash on the islands and shoreline. Its not a huge amount of trash but it is hidden in difficult
areas to reach. Canoes and motorboats are used to haul it out. We are pleased to say that this year
was the least we have had. Keeping the lake clean gives visitors a good reason not to litter. In
October we will have hiked a section of the 
Appalachian Trail and the Overmountain Victory Trail. 

In October Steve Sherriff, Gary Cox, and Fred Jordan finished our
final Love Thy Neighbor project. They were part of a team that
built ramps to improve safety and mobility at people's homes. For
this project they rebuilt a rotting back porch and added a hand rail
to the front steps. Steve power washed the porch bannisters and
got them ready for painting which the homeowner will arrange. 

Thank you to this team for finishing the work that was begun over
the summer! We look forward to more opportunities to show love
for our neighbors in the future!



CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER
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AFTER SCHOOL  CHILD CARE
We have had two very exciting events to occur with our students in the
After School Child Care. 

Each day, we share a Bible devotion during our snack time and share a
prayer before enjoying our food. As the school year started, we were
using a printed devotional book to share our thought for the day, and the
children would recite a memorized prayer song for their grace. As we
have been working, we have discussed that a prayer is simply a time of
talking to God about what we are thinking and praying for. 

This month we have had our first prayer from a student in their own
words. They spoke which was from the heart and truly gave praise for the
food provided. 

They have also asked about sharing a devotion that is centered around
the events in their lives. One student even asked if we could share those
stories about God more often because she loves hearing about God.

Once the first student shared their prayer, others have started to ask to
pray as well. It has been a very exciting time for our students! 

Scotty Adcock, Director
After School Child Care & Summer Day Camp

PRESCHOOL Our preschoolers love the sights,
sounds, and smells of fall! In the last
few weeks we have talked about and
done crafts using acorns and leaves.
We have read loads of stories about
leaves, pumpkins, and thankfulness!
November lends itself to discussions
about the people and things that we
are most thankful for and the many
blessing we have. To help our
preschoolers share their blessings with
others, we are continuing the tradition
of collecting loose change from family
and friends for our Penny Harvest. Next
month we will take the Penny Harvest
collection and donate it to the Salisbury
Post’s Christmas Happiness Fund. The
children really enjoy sharing in this
way! 

Our students are enjoying learning about fall. We
will celebrate the season with a Fall Fest, Monday
October 31 in the fellowship hall with games,
pumpkin patch and a party that afternoon. 

We visit the library the first Tuesday of each month.
Recently we have upgraded our classrooms by
updating cameras and having new flooring put in.

Welcome new teachers 
Ms. Vanessa Miller and 
Mrs. Zebbie Bondurant!

(Mrs. Zebbie pictured here)



$ $ $

UNDESIGNATED

*This is a (check one)   __ Weekly   __ Monthly   __Yearly figure

I/We desire to enroll
in online giving

First United Methodist Church
2023 Stewardship Commitment Card

Name:

Phone: 

OPERATING FUND CAPITAL FUND

I/We desire to use a credit card
for our commitment this year

Our Business Administrator will contact you for the necessary information.

the

of

Stewardship 2023

the

of

Stewardship 2023

"let  inward love g u i d e  e v e r y  d e e d "

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN UPDATE
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The church office is still collecting commitment
cards - if you have not sent yours in, it's not too late!

Complete the online commitment card,
Mail your completed card to the church office,
or see Becca to complete one in person.

Thank you to everyone who has made a
commitment to financially support the church in
2023! The finance committee uses these figures to
inform the budget for the coming year.

CHURCH COUNCIL & 
CHARGE CONFERENCE
Church Council will have a called session on
November 7, to approve business items for
Charge Conference. This meeting will take place
via Zoom, and should be brief. All members of
Church Council should plan to attend. The zoom
link will be sent to Church Council members via
email.

This year's Charge Conference will take place on
Sunday, November 13, at 4:00pm. We will meet
at Milford Hills UMC (1630 Statesville Blvd,
Salisbury, NC 28144). Charge Conference will be
presided over by our District Superintendent
Rev. Laura Auten. Several UMC 
churches in our area will all hold 
their Charge Conference 
meetings together on this day.

Complete your commitment
card securely online! Visit

fumcsalisbury.com/stewardship

Current total committed for 2023
$543,694

124 commitment cards 
have been submitted

 

we're about 68% of the way!
Context: Church Operating Budget 

in 2022 was $800,000

Pastor Mark was recognized during
worship on October 16 by the Staff-
Parish Relations Committee as part

of Pastor Appreciation Month.



Advent & Christmas
EXPERIENCE

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
NOVEMBER 27

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 4

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
CHILDREN'S "SERVICE OF JOY"
DECEMBER 11

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS 
& CAROLS
DECEMBER 18 

"THE LONGEST NIGHT" 
DECEMBER 21

CHRISTMAS EVE
DECEMBER 24

CHRISTMAS DAY, ONE SERVICE
DECEMBER 25

EPIPHANY SUNDAY, ONE SERVICE
JANUARY 1

BAPTISM OF THE LORD SUNDAY
JANUARY 8

worship with us this season



Advent & ChristmasEXPERIENCE

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL:
FULLY HUMAN, FULLY DIVINE
BY WHITNEY R. SIMPSON

PODCAST PRACTICES
LIMITED SERIES PODCAST FROM
FUMC, NEW EPISODES DROP EACH
SUNDAY OF ADVENT

COOKIE BAKING WITH 
JEN & BAILEE, ALL AGES!
DECEMBER 6

COMMUNITY MEAL &
ADVENT PRAYER STATIONS 
DECEMBER 7

CHRISTMAS ON CHURCH STREET
DECEMBER 16

grow with us this season
GIFTS FOR ISENBERG
SHOP FOR ELEMENTARY
STUDENTS AND THEIR SIBLINGS
RECCOMMENDED TO US BY
THEIR GUIDANCE COUNSELOR
CONTACT BAILEE@FUMCSALISBURY.ORG

ONE CHURCH, ONE CHILD
PROVIDE CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR
CHILDREN BEING SERVED BY DSS
CONTACT LUGENE COX
RUMTUM1@YAHOO.COM

serve with us this season

ORDER YOUR COPY BY
NOVEMBER 13
$15
THIS YEAR'S ADVENT
DEVOTIONAL BOOK
ORDER YOUR COPY
THROUGH THE CHURCH
OFFICE FOR $15, OR PICK
ONE UP WHEREVER
BOOKS ARE SOLD

FIND MORE ABOUT ADVENT &
CHRISTMAS AT
FUMCSALISBURY.ORG/ADVENT
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!HAPPY BIRTHDAY!HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

3 Phillip Conrad
Danny Hunt
Clay Smith

4

5 Alan Schroeder

6 Anisten Cook
Nan Zimmerman

19 Ryan McCoy

20
30 Stella Franzese

Jude Smeltzer

25 Pat Cooke
Brad Walworth

1 Scott Austin
Robin Daye
Suzanne Roakes

2 David Duke
Tony Yon

7 Pam Bayer
Susan Fowler
Matthew Langford
Sue Pierce

8 Timmy Howard
Jim Wind

9 Susan Linn

10 Taylor Conrad
Bruce Phillips III
Bill Webb

11
12 David Collins

Tish Hatley
Rylee Hedrick
Krista Watts

13
14 Chris Cook

Rick Costello
Lizz Johnson
Laura Peltz
Callie Slife

15 Becca Blackmon

16 Laura Shaffer

17

18

21 Alfreda Chea
Mary Jo Gouge
Bobbie Melton

22 Jeff Daye

26 Joy Clement

27

28 Hurst Fowler
Rachel Seifert
Becky Spencer

29 Lynn Anderson
Revonda Crowe
Jesse McCartney

24 Marissa Brinkley
Ron Howard
Linné Wallace

23 Amy Harkrader



What is your role on staff? Senior Pastor 
How long have you served at FUMC? Since 2014
Tell us about your family:
My wife, Mary Allen Conforti, and I have been 
married for 20 years. Our three kids are Connor (age 17), 
Tyler (age 15), and Mia (age 12). Plus we have a dog named 
Ruby, a cat named Rocco, and three backyard chickens, 
but the chickens don’t count as family. My mother lives in 
Huntersville, my brother & his wife live in Charlotte, and 
my sister & her husband live in Minnesota.
Tell us about your call to ministry:
During my freshman year of college, I was in a Bible study with my closest friends at the local United
Methodist campus ministry. We were studying “spiritual gifts” and how they are part of our lives. We
all took an inventory test, with Bible references to read and discuss. Going around the room, the time
came for me to discuss the spiritual gifts that I supposedly had: shepherding, faith, and leadership. I
said, “Guys, I don’t see how these apply to my life as a math teacher.” One friend spoke up: “A math
teacher? I don’t see you doing that. I can see you working in a church.” Another friend said, “Wait,
you’re not planning to be a pastor? You should be a pastor!” And as I’m looking around the room, I’m
seeing all of their heads nodding up and down. Prior to this, I was always active in my home church,
but never once sensed the calling to serve as a pastor. But something different & new was happening
the night of that Bible study: God was using those friends to get my attention, to be the Church, to
help me claim the gifts I could not see. From there, I joined the campus ministry’s student leadership
team. That was a terrific place to really explore my calling through leadership opportunities. The
Gainesville District Superintendent, Rev. Joe Smith, found out about me, and appointed me to serve as
the pastor of Fort White United Methodist Church. Those experiences were ultimately the most call-
confirming moments for me!
Where were you before you started working at FUMC?
Salem United Methodist Church in Morganton for five years
Tell us a little more about what you do:
In addition to some of the obvious things – preaching, visiting the sick & homebound – there’s a
surprising amount of behind-the-scenes during the work week. Oh, and I also empty the dehumidifier
in the church office!
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Access the Church
Calendar Any Time
Access the church calendar
any time! Just go to
fumcsalisbury.org and look
under the Connect tab. There
you can also find a digital
version of the Ecclesia.

Do you have an article 
for the Ecclesia?
Send them to Jenni@fumcsalisbury.org
with "(Month to be printed) Ecclesia" in
the subject line.

Articles can be submitted by the first
Friday of the month prior to when you
would like it printed. 

COMING UP...
First Sunday of Advent

NOVEMBER 27
The Sundays of Advent

this year are Nov. 27 and
Dec. 4, 11, & 18

Church Office Closed
NOVEMBER 23 @ NOON

The church office will be closed
at noon Nov. 23 through Nov. 25

for Thanksgiving

Advent Decorating
NOVEMBER 20

Decorating in the
Sanctuary & Lobby
begins at 2:00pm 
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Access the online directory anytime by going to fumcsalisbury.ctrn.co, following
the link on our website (under 'Connect'), or downloading the Online Member
Directory app on your smartphone or tablet. Enter the access code fumcsalisbury
and your unique username and password. 

You can update your information at any time, if you would like assistance in
updating your information please contact the church office.

In Remembrance
Please keep these families in your prayers

FUMC FAMILY & EXTENDED FAMILY TRANSITIONS

THANK YOU!

In Celebration 
We rejoice with these families in these moments of new beginnings

Jordan Evelyn Doby
   Daughter of Alexis & Trevor Doby
   Granddaughter of Scotty & Teresa Adcock

Born October 17, 2022

Harold Wade Buchanan
   Husband of Rachel Buchanan
    & Father of David Buchanan

December 1, 1934 - October 4, 2022

"The Lord is near to the brokenhearted..." ~ Psalm 34:18

Thank you for being such a supportive 
and great church family. Thank you for 
the visitation for my wife when she 
passed, especially to the caring church 
members that made it special. You 
always have a special place in my heart. I am so grateful
for the support of my church family, I'm going to need it
in the coming weeks.

Thanks,
Ronnie Rinehart

Carolyn Elaine Johnson Sadler
   Wife of Dr. Wilbert Sadler

September 22, 1940 - October 12, 2022

Audrey Taylor
   Sister of Genevieve Martin

September 21, 1938 - October 10, 2022

Diana Lynn Oldham Hipp
   Sister of Larry Oldham

September 25, 1948 - October 21, 2022

To my wonderful church family!
I cannot thank you enough for all the prayers, visits,
cards, & tokens of love that you have shown me these
past five-six months. I hope to be able to get back to
church soon & see everyone I have missed so much.

Love & Big Hugs,
Ann Coggin

CONGRATULATIONS!

Congratulations to Meredith Walker for
her promotion to Sergeant in the

Salisbury Police Department!
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